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Next Week: 

-- * The battle 

1^1 hand-held 
^ consoles. 

-—* Apple's 
new PowerBooks hit 
the market. 


Washington researcher crusading for 
applications for Vitual Reality: 

Real life simulation 


A UNIVERSITY of Wnshington 
computer guru, Tom Furness, has 
started a "virtually" new society 
in Seattle, USA, culled The Vir¬ 
tual World Society, in the hope 
that its members will donate 
enough money to find affordable, 
real-world applications for the su¬ 
per-secret, high technology re¬ 
search he's (veil doing for the 
past three years. 

Using low-level lasers and 
lenses, Furness can transmit in¬ 
formation to the retina of u hu¬ 
man eye, tricking the brain into 
believing dial the eye is seeing 
something that isn't actually 
there. 

Headphones designed in his lab 
also produce three-dimensional 
rather than stereo sound, in effect 
making computer-generated 
soiuid "real." 

Furness said that he operates on 
a $1 million annual budget, fund¬ 
ed by the state and a consortium 
of supporting companies such as 
Boeing, Ford Motors Co., Ameri¬ 
can Express, Microsoft Corp. and' 
US West Communications. "Sci¬ 
ence. teachers want our technolo¬ 
gy, but it's expensive," said Fur¬ 
ness, who estimated that a school 
would need $150,000 worth or 
equipment for virtual reality dis¬ 
plays that could, for example, 
spare the lives of millions of 
frogs by leaching biology stu¬ 
dents to dissect on a computer 
screen! 

"Wo'd like to get the cost down 
to $10,000," he said, In effect, 
he's making an appeal to two mil¬ 
lion Interested investors to spend 
$25 q year so that he can boost 


his annual budget to S50 million. 

Donors and the press can learn 
more about the society by con¬ 
tacting Furness through the UW's 
Human Interface Technology La¬ 
boratory, where he recently re¬ 
vealed interesting facts about 
high school students participating 



in a scientific experiment in 
which they designed their own 
worlds using virtual reality soft¬ 
ware. 

As promising as his research is, 
Furness mentioned that corporate 
donations have only trickled in 
because companies consider re¬ 
search donations to be a luxury in 
a recession. He said that virtual 
reality cannot become a near- 
term, practical reality unless 
more can be spent on the research 
needed to perfect it. Corporate 
support "has not been loo won¬ 
derful," he said. "When it comes 
to biting the bullet in funding in a 
.recession, the money's just not 
forthcoming." 

With funding, Furness promis¬ 
es all sorts of practical applica¬ 


tions. He said that a few archi¬ 
tects have already used it in Ja¬ 
pan, to show prospective home 
buyers how a particular design 
would look. 

He also mentioned that Ameri¬ 
can Express is investing in die 
lab so lliat travel agents will 
someday be able to take vacation¬ 
ers on a "virtual trip", allowing 
them to see their European hotel 
room hcforc they actually arrive. 

"Someday," he said, "virtual re¬ 
ality will make home entertain¬ 
ment as we know it virtually ob¬ 
solete." 

Once perfected, the laser tech¬ 
nology will be reduced to a com¬ 
puter chip mounted on $500 
glasses which, combined with the 
■ headphones, will "allow you to 
recreate your very own IMAX 
theater in your living room." To 
gamers, it provides the possibility 
of creating the feeling of touch¬ 
ing objects in a 3D world as part 
of, say, a role-playing adventure 
game! VR arcade machines arc 
already available and have been 
received with much enthusiasm. 

So far it is all just a pipe dream. 
But it's a dream that those few 
who have been exposed to seem 
to greatly enjoy. 

Seattle will be hosting the 
world's first virtual reality sym¬ 
posium in September 1993. Fur¬ 
ness dreams that Seattle will bc- 
. come the virtual reality center of 
the world. "I know one thing," he 
said. "All the people leave this 
lab with smiles on their faces". 
His hope is that a few more of 
them leave with a few less dollars 
In their wallets. ■ 


Microsoft Windows for Workgroups in the Middle East 


MICROSOFT HAS launched its 
long awaited ■ Windows For 
Workgroups operating system in 
the Middle East, paving ihc way 
for ease in information sharing 
and-Working together. 

With built-in networking, elec¬ 
tronic mail scheduling facilities 
and File and printer sharing, Win¬ 
dows For Workgroups 3.1 offers 
high User flexibility from small 
companies to large corporate dn-. 
vlrontncnts. 

• * Windows for Workgroups will . 
be on show at the G1TEX com- • 
putcr exhibition in Dubai this 
month, which is the largest show.. 


of its kind in the region. A fully 
bi-lingual system will be availa¬ 
ble early next year. 

Microsoft Middle East has 
been recently established with its 
' headquarters in Dubai, in a move 
to underline the American firm's 
commitment to the region, Mr. 
Charles Allen, General Manager 
for Microsoft Middle Eas(, said 
iliat all. major .new products, in¬ 
cluding Windows for Work¬ 
groups, were being maeje availo;- 
; bio in the Middle East at the 
'same timo as the USA. 

"With a product Uke.Windows 
fbr Workgroups, wcc|on\ wantto 


keep our Middle East customers 
wailing," said Mr Allen. "When 
people sec what this product can 
do, they're going to wonder how 
they ever lived without it," he 
added. . . ' 

Already, more than 100 inde¬ 
pendent software and hardware 
companies .have developed prod¬ 
ucts thru lake advantage ot fea¬ 
tures provided by Windows For 

■ Workgroups, and 20 computer 
manufacturers including Com¬ 
paq, Zenith, Hp. and AST have 

■ signed agreements to,,pre-install 
the Microsoft product. We'll be 
giving you a full review of this 

■' package in the near future, ■ • • ■ 
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Cut throat opinions 

"YOUR NEWSPAPER doesn't seem to be very enthusiastic about 
Microsoft. Is it that you sympathize with AIAInminh?" asked a 
friend of mine after following the Workstation page for some 
time. Another thought we "like Microsoft too much." These and 
other comments have become common for myself and my col¬ 
leagues since AlAlamiali and Microsoft's "disagreements" began 
last year. 

The conflict between the two companies has led both to a mus¬ 
cle-flexing competition in the loeal and international press. The 
battle has taken on a ridiculous turn where computer and business 
writers were classified as either "pro-Microsoft" or "pro- 
AlAlamiah". In effect many writers were perceived to be taking 
sides. If you were involved somehow, what would you do? 

Microsoft is a giant, no doubt. It's already booting other compa¬ 
nies out or the market. Just look what Microsoft Excel is doing to 
Lotus 1-2-3 in the spreadsheet market. According to some esti¬ 
mates, one million companies have switched to Excel already. 

Recently, we were told lliat the IBM OS/2 operating system has 
already sold 1 million copies. This figure is good but when com¬ 
pared to 14 million sold so far of only Windows 3.1, the number 
loses its glitter. 

Statistics indicate that Microsoft is on top, and will remain there 
for some time. It would be wise, then, for computer pundits like 
us to defect to the "Microsoft camp", wouldn’t it? Wrong guess! 
People should come to terms with die fact lliat computer journal¬ 
ism is not in the business of glorifying certain products, but aims 
at showing what's good and what's had l or consumers. 

When a product as controversial as Microsoft Windows gets in¬ 
volved in multi-niillion dollar lawsuits, it is inevitable that com¬ 
puter writers will lie sucked into (lie soggy silTnii and appear to he 
taking sides when they arc simply presenting their reading of the 
issue. 

A very sensitive situation was vie:tied by the Microsoft/ 
AlAlaminh debate regarding the development of Arabic Window 
3.1, which is a very important product with Inis of sales potential. 
AlAlamiali claims that its programers, who fled Kuwait, made this 
Microsoft product come to life after they were previously working 
on a Sakhr Windows Arabization kit for AlAlamiali. Then, allega¬ 
tions that Microsoft developed the product in Israel star toil adding 
a whole new dimension to the problem.causing a lol or confusion 
in the computer press. According to Microsoft they have all the 
nccccssary documents to prove that this (illegal ion is false, still it 
is a rather worrying fact. 

Call it patriotism or pragmatism, I'm not very fond of the idea 
of a multi-national giant like Microsoft squashing Arab competi¬ 
tors. However, I don't approve of the methods To!lowed by AlAla- 
miali in going to the Arab Boycott Bureau mid filing an unlikely 
ease against Microsoft, which could spell disaster lor the Arab 
computing world. I'll say it again. Arab users cannot afford to lose 
Microsoft's Arabic support for its products since there still isn't P 
strong Arab-produced alternative. 

H would also bo a disaster If, one day, we managed to produce 
the alternative but were faced with nn unbreakable Microsoft mon¬ 
opoly on The Arabization market. Think about tho economic im¬ 
plications of that possibility. 

This page will continue to offer a balanced coverage of legal 
and practical arguments and will present varied opinions, but that 
should not mean that we have adopted these opinions. Commer¬ 
cial suicide, you say? 1 think not, this is what journalism is all 
about. ■ • 
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An unconventional report on 
Jordanian news and views 


Sales tax to hurt 
consumers, Obeidat 
says 

■ Jordanians have been reading 
lo reports that ihc government 
will soon impose a sales lax 
(VAT) on all purchases. The Presi¬ 
dent of the Consumer Protection 
Society, Dr Mohammad Obeidat, 
said that while ihc society was not 
against the imposition of the lax, it 
is worried about its effects on the 
Jordanian consumer. He told Ad 
Dusiottr newspaper that the pur¬ 
chasing power of most Jordanians 
during the Inst four years hod de¬ 
creased and dint the new tax will 
mean a further rise in the cost of 
living. Dr Obeidat said that in most 
countries where the sales tax was 
introduced, wage increases were 
also made. 

He said the new tax will generate 
an estimated JD 200 million annu¬ 
ally for the Treasury anil that this 
means the government should be 
able to introduce suitable incre¬ 
ments in wages. 

He also questioned the govern¬ 
ment's ability lo col lea ihc taxes 
from merchants, to whom consu¬ 
mers will pay the sales tax. Dr 
Obeidat said the new tax will have 
a negative effect on national indus¬ 
tries. 

Meanwhile, sources talked about 
tat agreement between the IMF and 
the government to lower customs 
on imported cars. Unofficial sourc¬ 
es predicted the highest customs 
rale on imported cars to be no more 
than 100 percent, whereas now it 
exceeds 400 percent. 

Czech, trade mission 
in Amman 

A Czechoslovakian trade delega¬ 
tion representing 13 companies and 
85 factories involved in the textile 
industry arrived in Amman this 
week. The delegation arrived to 
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participate in the Czechoslovakian 
Textile Week in Jordan and Leba¬ 
non, which opened on 10 Novem¬ 
ber and will run until 15 November 
at the Regency Palace Hotel. 

Abu Odeh calls for 
new Council set-up 

■ Jordan's permanent envoy to 
the United Nations Mr Adnan 
Abu Odeh has called for a review 
of the composition of die Securi¬ 
ty Council, so as to be more rep¬ 
resentative of new international 
realities. Delivering Jordan's re¬ 
sponse to die UN Secretary Gen¬ 
eral's "Agenda for Peace" report, 
Mr Abu Odeh warned against the 
danger and cost of resorting lo 
the provisions of chapter 7 of the 
UN Charter, which sanctions the 
use of force to settle disputes. He 
said all efforts should be spent to 
settle disputes peacefully, as 
specified in chapter 6 of the 
Charter. 

A bright vision for 
Aqaba-Gaza ports 

■ Jordon's transport experts arc 
placing high hopes on the future 
of a small fishing harbor in the 
occupied Gaza Strip, Al Quds 
newspaper reported this week. It 
quoted informed Jordanian sourc¬ 
es as saying that the Gaza port 
will play an important role in ex- 

‘ pons and imports for both Jordan 
and the Palestinians. They said 
that the Palestinians will use the 
Aqaba port for their east-bound 
exports, while Jordan will use 
Gaza for west-bound exports. In 
both cases, the two sides will not 
have to pay the Suez Canal fees, 
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which means that transport costs 
will drop by 50 percent. The 
paper said this prospect will ena¬ 
ble both sides to establish a vi¬ 
able and competitive maritime 
fleet. Jordan now owns two com¬ 
mercial vessels. 

Bui before this can happen 
huge investments in Gaza's infra¬ 
structure, such as roads and elec¬ 
tricity along with port facilities 
arc needed, the paper quoted the 
Jordanian sources as saying. 
Gaza port is currently a small 
fishing harbor on the Mediterra¬ 
nean Sea. Al Quds said a Jordani¬ 
an working paper on the future of 
the region's pons will be submit¬ 
ted during the peace negotiations. 

Convicted killers 
sentenced to death 

■ The Grand Criminal Coun has 
sentenced Subhi Yousef Al Sukar 
to death by hanging for the pre¬ 
meditated murder of Dr Homed 
Al Ghawad, regional director of 
UNESCO, in Amman last year. 
Two other people were injured in 
the incident, when Sukar, the vic¬ 
tim's driver, barged into a meet¬ 
ing room and shot his Sudanese 
boss over personal differences. 

The court also sentenced Jamal 
Al Qoisy to death by hanging for 
the murder and rape of 16-ycar- 
old boy in Aqaba last year. 

Arab writers to 
meet in Amman 

■ Egypt will not be represented 
in the Federation of Arab Writers 
conference which will be held in 
Amman next month, Egypt's 
membership was suspended alter 


■ The government has decided to terminate all development pro¬ 
jects along Aqaba’s coastline until a special ministerial committee 
announces its recommendations. The private sector has submitted 
applications to build a number of tourist projects on the southern 
coast of Aqaba, estimated to be worth more than JD 10 million. 

■ Informed sources within the government have denied reports 
that the government of Sharif Zaid Ben Shaker will submit Its res¬ 
ignation or will be re-shuffled soon. The sources said ministers 
who wish to run for parliamentary elections next year will resign 
in May. Elections will take place between 8 July and 8 August, the 
sources said. 

■ Ministry of Transport sources have said ‘that Ports Authority 
losses this year are expected to reach JD 10 million because of a 
drop in cargo traffic. Losses from a drop in the number of passen¬ 
gers were estimated at JD 1 million. 

■ Speaker of the Lower House Dr Abdel Latif Arabyyat has ac¬ 
cepted an invitation from the People’s Congress in Cuba. Dr Arab¬ 
yyat will make the visit, the first of its kind, in February next year. 

■ A Jordanian press delegation headed by the president of the 
Press Association Mr Suleiman Qdah will pay a visit to Iran at the 
end of this month. 

■ The General Director of the Jordan Phosphate Mines Co, 
(JPMC) Mr Thabet Al Taher will deliver a paper on the future of 
the phosphate and fertilizer industry in Jordan at the World Phos¬ 
phate and Fertilizer Producers Conference, which will open in 
Rome next Tuesday. 

■ The government's proposed five-year plan proposes that the pri¬ 
vate sector be allowed to build and operate new rouds and high¬ 
ways in the Kingdom in return for toll fees. 

■ The government will announce new regulations to reduce duty 
on all construction vehicles used by registered contractors includ¬ 
ing trucks, pick-ups, tankers and spare parts for these vehicles. 

■ Telecommunications Corp. sources have revealed that the cor¬ 
poration plans to install 285,000 new numbers by the year 2000. 
Seven thousand new numbers will be installed next year, and 
about 4000 in 1995. 


it signed the Camp David accords 
with Israel. Delegates from Iraq, 
Lebanon, Algeria, UAE and 
Yemen have confirmed their par¬ 
ticipation in the meeting, which 
is being hosted by the Jordanian 
Writers Federation. 

Federation President Mr Fakhri 
Kawar told Reuters that the Jor¬ 


danian 


i government will support 
nfcrcnce and the 19th Arab 


Today's new revolution 
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and throw away 

IF YOU'RE one of the many millions of people who wear con¬ 
tact lenses, you probably can’t imagine lire without them. Even 
the need to clean 
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Poetry Festival, which will be 
held al the same time, by cover¬ 
ing ali expenses. Other delegates 
from Morocco, Kuwait, Tunis, 
Bahrain And Palestine ore also ex¬ 
pected to participate, Mr Kawar 
said. 

CB lifts restrictions 

■ The Central Bank has revoked 
all restrictions on non-residem 
foreign currency accounts and 
has raised the ceiling for the 
amount of foreign currency that 
residents can lake out of the 
Kingdom to JD 20,000 instead of 
JD 10,000. The bank said these 
measures were taken as part of its 
policy to relax restrictions and 
because of its confidence in the 
Jordanian economy. 

Meanwhile, Deputy Central 
Bank governor Mr Michel Mario 
will head a delegation that will 
negotiate with the Paris Club of 
Nations on rescheduling Jordani¬ 
an, foreign debts. 

The delegation will yisil Italy, 
Spain and the United Kingdom 
between 22 November arid 4 De¬ 
cember. The government also ap¬ 
proved a draft agreement lo re¬ 
schedule* Swedish loans to 
Jordan, . 
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After the court's verdict 


House to appeal for 
a retrial of deputies 


AMMAN (Star) — The sensa- [“ 
tional tribunal of the four defen¬ 
dants accused of belonging lo an 
illegal militant group, Shnbab Al 
Nqfeer Al Islaml, was concluded 
Tuesday when the Slate Security 
Court sentenced two Lower 
House deputies, Laith Shbcilat 
and Yacoub Qarrash, each to 20 
years with hard labor. Two co¬ 
defendants, Ahmad Ayoubi and 
Abdul Hamid Idkcdck were each 
sentenced to 10 years with hard 
labor. 

In a two-hour session, the 13th 
since the tried began two months 
ago, presiding judge Li. Col. L 
Yousef Faouri, who headed a £ 
three man panel, announced that 
the coun had reduced the sen- a 

lences of each of the deputies \ 

from the death penally lo impris- f 
onment because the two men had i 
no precedent and because the 
weapons and explosives found in c 
their possession had not been £ 
used. c 

The coun convicted the four < 
men for belonging to an illegal 
armed group plotting to over- \ 
throw the regime and for possess- \ 
ing explosives and weapons. It i 
found the deputies, who were ar- < 
rested last August, not guilty of i 
other charges including instiga¬ 
tion through writing and speeches : 
to topple the government, and of 
undermining Jordan's relations 
with Iraq. Mr Shbcilat was 
cleared of slandering His Majesty 
and was found not responsible 
for slandering members of Parlia¬ 
ment. 

In die 49-pnge verdict, Judge 
Faouri said trim terms were also 
reduced for Ayoubi am! Idkcdck 
because they confessed ami "ex¬ 
pressed regret and lxicmi.se they 
had facilitated the work of the 
court." Tlte two men had pleaded 
guilty to belonging to the group 
and to possessing explosives, but 
•denied that their objective was lu 

a le the regime or use violence 
lo Jordan. Their tnwyer main¬ 
lined thnt'thclr aim was to fight 
/ the Israeli occupation dirough 
armed struggle. 

Shbeilat and Qarrash, who 
; were handcuffed and taken out of 
Ihe courtroom after sentencing, 

: maintained all along that they 
were not guilty and nad refused 
' to give statements to the military 
prosecutor general. According lo 
soirees, both men decided to end 
iheir two-week old hunger strike 
• «>er the end of their trial. 

.The judge said the court decid¬ 
ed not to accept the testimony of 
. a s^ret Syrian witness named as 
.. ^win Ramadan Yasin" because 
• to the judge's own words, the wU- 
■ : . ...Hacked credibility". The 
, ; .witness, who appeared Iq a 
session, testified'UJ.deliv:- 
300,000 Germari marks to 
Shb^ilAv r from the Iranian ■ 
: minister's office. It was the 

1 ■:S ,nwn y pf this.witness, |hat 
■ ,ij j-vtanpled the defense panel for 
•i; ■> deputies Shbeilatand Qaitash to 
; walk but fn protest on i^ Octo- 

j! .r ' ^ince jhen the court appointed 
;;:'jwyers for the two .men, Who in 
■j v.ineit closing statements Iasi week, 
^ the court to acquit .their 


r 



Shbeilat 


and confiscated documents pro¬ 
vided enough evidence to prove 
that the two deputies were in fact 
in charge of the illegal group. 

Under the law of the Slate Se¬ 
curity Court, verdicts cannot be 
appealed, but the Prime Minister 
con commute the sentence or or¬ 
der a retrial. 

While die Markn courthouse 
was crowded, only two deputies 
were present. But as soon ns the 
verdict wns made a number of 
deputies met at the office of Low¬ 
er House Speaker Abdel Latif 
Arabyyat, who told reporters that 
since the House was not in ses¬ 
sion at the moment there is little 
to be done. But he added that 
deputies will meet to decide 
which legal and constitutional 
measures to lake. He hinted that 
the current drive is towards ask¬ 
ing the Prime Minister to order a 
retrial of the two deputies, 
According to article 86 of the 
Constitution, the Prime Minister 
should inform the House of 
measures taken against any of its 
members. But the scats of the 
two convicted deputies will not 
be considered vacant unless two- 


Qarrash 

thirds of the deputies vote to drop 
their membership, which seems 
unlikely at this stage. Insiders 
believe the House will not put the 
matter to a vote and that the two 
deputies will remain members, 
from a theoretical standpoint at 
least, since both men would have 
lost their right to be deputies in 
accordance with article 70 of the 
Constitution. Accordingly, no by- 
elections will be held lo replace 
Shbcilat and Qarrash. 

Sources have said that the King 
can issue a special pardon or re¬ 
duce the sentence, but for the 
record of tho two deputies to be 
cleared a general pardon law 
must first bo Issued and passed 
by Parliament. 

A group of lawyers associated 
with the Arab Organization for 
Human Rights have prepared a 
report in which they have item¬ 
ized incidents of "violations of 
the rights of Lalih Shbcilat" dur¬ 
ing his arrest and trial, including 
illegal wiretapping and preven¬ 
tion of private counseling be¬ 
tween Shbeilat and his lawyer 
and the testimony of the secret 
witness. ■ 
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Jordanians crowd before the courthouse on Tuesday 

Mitterrand to discuss 
peace process with King 

AMMAN (Star) — French ambassador to Jordan Mr Denis Bauchard 
has said dial a FF80 million soft loan agreement will be signed during 
French President Francois Mitterrand's two day visit to Jordan later 
this month. Speaking to the press on Tuesday, the diplomat added that 
Mr Mitterrand will visit the Kingdom at the invitation of His Majesty 
King Hussein, signifying the deep economic, political and cultural ties 
between the two countries. The two leaders will discuss the peace pro¬ 
cess. 

Mr Bauchard also said that other agreements on cooperation in vari¬ 
ous fields will be signed during Mr Mitterrand's visit between 27 and 
28 November, The French president will visit Israel before coming to 
Jordan. 

The ambassador reiterated France's general principles regarding the 
peace process. He said his government supports a settlement on Lhc ba¬ 
sis of UN resolution 242 and InlcnMiioriaf lew, the right or Palestinians 
to self-determination and ihe importance of a comprehensive settle¬ 
ment in Lite region. 

He praised the present Israeli government for ending Israel's objec¬ 
tions to an expanded UN and European role in the current peace pro¬ 
cess. But he said that France remains committed to a major role for the 
United Nations in the peace talks. Mr Bauchard said that Jordan and 
France have almost identical positions on the peace process. 

He added that France considers Jordan as an important player in any 
Middle East settlement. He did not confirm if Mr Mitterrand was 
bringing specific ideas on how to move the peace process. 

Mr Bauchard also said that France was keen on keeping the momen¬ 
tum of (lie peace talks going during the transition from the Bush to Die 
Clinton administration. ■ 
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In response to King's call 

Intellectuals support human rights center 


By Kate Daniels 
Star Staff Writer 

WITHIN THE text of ihc speech 
delivered by His Majesty King 
Hussein Iasi week lay ihc founda¬ 
tion stones for the Jordan of the 
future. Within the overall frame¬ 
work of his drive towards democ¬ 
ratization, the King touched on 
the three major principles behind 
his new discourse: Freedom, plu¬ 
ralism and respect for human 
rights. 

Perhaps most pioneering was 
his suggestion that a center for 
the study of democracy and hu¬ 
man rights in die Arab world be 
established, a so-far unprecedent¬ 
ed call from any head of govern¬ 
ment. 

His suggestion has, prompted 
an enthusiastic response nmongst 
human rights advocates and acti¬ 
vists in the Kingdom, who see 
this move as setting Jordan apart 
from the traditionally totalitarian 
ideologies of the factions that 
rule the region. » 

The fact that the call for such a 
facility came directly from the 
King nimsclf was afforded partic¬ 
ular significance. Dr As'ad Abdel 
Rahman, director general of the 
Abdel Hamid Shornon Founda¬ 
tion, described the King as being 
among the first to bestow legal 
recognition on the ides of estab¬ 
lishing a center for the study of 
human rights. 

"I think it is o superb idea that 
would definitely benefit both Jor¬ 
dan and the Arab world," he said. 
"It is a great thing for a sensitive 
leader to feel the pulse , of the 
masses and to swim with the cur¬ 
rent of history into the future." 

Dr Sayyed Yassin, Secretary 
General of the Amman-based 
Arab Thought Forum, believes 
that the call for the establishment 
of such a center is an indicator of 
i His^Majesty’s desire that Jordan 
be "a model of democracy 11 for 
the Arab world. He also re- 
- marked that the King's message 
represents the first instance pf di- 




Dr Abdel Rahman 


aloguc between intellectuals and 
the head of Jordanian govern¬ 
ment about this long-ncglcctcd 
topic. 

But local journalist and human 
rights specialist Dr Suleiman 
Sweiss contended that His Majes¬ 
ty's interest in human rights has 
been long established. "He has 
been addressing human rights is¬ 
sues through his speeches and 
declarations for two or three 
years now,’ he said. "Last Janu¬ 
ary, in an interview with Le Figa¬ 
ro, he discussed the need for an 
Arab charter for human rights. 
This is a very important proposi¬ 
tion, and would be an official 
way of tackling the human rights 
issues of the Arab world." 

Dr Sweiss said he was "very 
encouraged" by the King's propo¬ 
sal, outlining its importance in 
the context of "extensive human 


Dr Sweiss 

appropriate model of “Arab" de¬ 
mocracy. 

"So far, democracy has been a 
fragile institution in this part of 
the world," said Dr Abdel Rah¬ 
man. "It needs to be grass-rooted 
and the intellectual dlite needs to 
be educated in its principles." 

Other observers, such as Dr 
Yassin, insist that the many phas¬ 
es of the democratic process must 


Ire effectively recognized. "There 
is more to democracy than free 
elections," he said, adding that 
there is the real need for a model 
of democracy to be elaborated 
that relates to the ideology of a 
Muslim-Arab culture. "This in 
turn must also relate to an inter¬ 
national concept," he added. 

So far, Arab human rights es¬ 
tablishments have been restricted 
to the Maghreb, with their 
spheres of study only occasional¬ 
ly venturing into the countries of 
the Mashreq. Three recognized 
centers include the Cairo-based 
Arab Organization for Human 
Rights, the Arab Institute for Hu¬ 
man Rights in Tunisia and the ju¬ 
dicial studies center of the Gener¬ 
al Union of Arab Advocates, 
again based in Cairo. 

"Although ideally there should 
be no distinction between Lhe 
countries of the Arab world, a 
specialized center based in Jor¬ 
dan could focus its activities on 
the Mashreq, thus filling a large 
void," said Dr Sweiss. He added, 
however, that the center's prime 


concerns must be essentially Jor¬ 
danian. 

Those interested in a structure 
for the proposed center believe 
that valuable lessons can be 
learned from the examples set by 
established institutions such as 
Amnesty International. "We can 
benefit from the experiences of 
other centers, their mechanisms, 
institutions and organ isa tion 1,1 
said Dr Abdel Rahman. 

While Jordan is not the only 
Arab country currently witness¬ 
ing a process of democratization, 
the possible establishment of 
such a center in Amman is seen 
as a definite contribution towards 
institutionalizing the whole pro¬ 
cess in the Arab world. 

"The King has pul forward a 
monumental proposition," said 
Dr Sweiss. "While purely at the 
speculative stage, it would be fit¬ 
ting for the center to be opened 
on 10 December, to show Jor¬ 
dan's recognition of the 44th an¬ 
niversary of the World Declara¬ 
tion for Human Rights." ■ 


This is a very important proposi- “y ^ am Dougherty 
lion, and would be an official Special ioThe Star 

way of tackling the human rights ___ ,, „ 
issues of the Arab world." HUMAN RIGHTS and women's 

Dr Sweiss said he was "very are complex issues that can 

encouraged" by the King's propo- produce an emotive response, but 
sal, outlining its importance in Ms Marlene Lenz, Christian 
the con text of "extensive human Democrat Member of the Europc- 

rlghts violations" occurring in the 811 Parliament, takes them calmly 
region. He added, however, that with a gentle humor that 


Human rights across the cultural divide 


"lhe theoretical framework of the 
idea of human rights is as yet un¬ 
clear, 1 ' and that it must be thor¬ 
oughly studied in accordance 
with the region’s cultural and so¬ 
cio-political dictates. 

Human rights advocates hope 
that the proposed center will be a 
think-tank of study, learning, 
translation and information dis¬ 


and with a gentle humor that 
wins the confidence of those 
around her. 

Ms Lenz was in Jordan last 
week at the invitation of the Kon¬ 
rad Adenauer Foundation to at¬ 
tend the opening of the Hay Naz- 
zal Community Center- seminar 
building. She hgs had a long con¬ 
nection with the Foundation, 


translation and information dis- which in turn has been a major 
semination, and that its foremost supporter of the Hay Nazzal cen- 
objective must be to determine an 1 ter and Us sister center in Swei- 
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leh, so the opening was a meeting 
of interests and an opportunity 
for her firsL visit to Jordon. 

The seminar building, which 
was opened by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, has classrooms and 
an exhibition hall, and provides 
facilities for a kindergarten, a 
women's handicraft co-operative 
and after school activities for 
boys and girls. 

As a long-term human rights 
activist, Ms Lenz is spokesperson 
on the subject for the Christian 
Democrats in the European Par¬ 
liament. While in Jordan she also 
look the chance to familiarize 
herself with the local situation 
though meetings with members 
of parliament, human rights acti¬ 
vists and representatives of wom¬ 
en's groups. 

She says die found a high level 
of interest in the subject at all 
levels, official and private, and 
that government policy was clear¬ 
ly to implement legislation that 
, respects human rights, to follow 
up on how the laws are applied 
and to ensure that people can 
Complain if they need to. 

■ _- -M « . . 



Ms Marlene Lenz 

context. She finds it Interesting 
that many of Europe's early wom¬ 
en's rights activists were single 
women who had tQ earn their 
own living, while in Jordan it is 
marriage (hat provides women 
with social status, financial secur¬ 
ity and a basis for social action. 

She contrasts both situations 
with Africa, where having a child 
is the essential mark of a worn- 


Discussions with human rights status, whether or not she is 

'.tiVIQte KmnnUf <«— __ _a marviorl imi! . A 


activists brought up no major 
problems but, says, Ms Lenz* 
what did come up constantly was 
the question of women's rights, 
an area in which she herself has 
long been active; She was im- 
- pressed by the importance given 
to women's rights by the govern¬ 
ment, though she notes that this 
does not necessarily mean that 
legislation guaranteeing women's 
, rights is applied in practice pr 
that society accepts it. 

On the issue of Islam and wom- 
en's.rights, Ms Lenz said it was 
‘■ 'Striking that the Jordanian wom- 
en she; met all emphasized' the 
need for a better understanding of 

ilia r.iki&nl U.. B_nn. 


married, and South ■ America, 
where family life is disintegrating 
and women with children — mar' 
ried or otherwise — are the main 
actors in the women's rights are¬ 
na. .... 

■ -'But despite these social differ¬ 
ences, Ms Lenz believes that in 
modem society all women face 
the same > pressures and needs, 
. such as access to education and a 
career, a place in the labor mar¬ 
ket, financial security and a 


Qn the issue of Islam and worn- search for an identity as ah lndl- ■ 

eh's,rights, Ms Lenz said it was . vidual, not just a wife and moth- | 
Striking that the Jordanian worn- er.. ,j 

en she; niei all emphasized' the . She was pleased to see the em- 
need for a belter understanding of. phasis that the Hay. Nazzal Cen¬ 
tre subject by Europeans, What\ ter places on helping women to . 

" -^ e >' tio.hot want, shj says, is for. .'develop income generating skills, • 

• the issue to be used as an instru-; ' explaining that when women • | 
meat of colonization, and she come together for trairiing. or to 
. fee|s there is clearly a need for' discuss how to earn money ahd ; 
j' rhore thorough discussion be-] how tousejt, they develop new . 

. tween the two sides. I 1 ^ cmifidence in themsclveg at all | 

; : ’ • r ^ pmetice, ;Ms Lenz does not; 1 levels. She says it is a process she *j 
^.^qualitative difference, bev .has observed.in other countries, < 

’ tween the European pnd Jordani- especially ip South America, and 
■ m situations on women's- rights,; ’ one which is just as likely to oc- 
..more reie of .degree' ahd social .cur in Jordan, IP.- 
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By Mohsin Alain 

DUBAI — WHEN Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in 1990, there were wide¬ 
spread expectations tiiut die crisis 
would do a world or good for 
women's rights in this highly tra¬ 
ditionalist and enormously 
wealthy region. Bui, 20 months 
after the end of the occupation, 
nothing or the sort has happened, 
not even for those Kuwaiti wom¬ 
en who made sacrifices and 
performed acts of bravery. 

As far as Kuwaiti women ore 
concerned, it looks like a clear 
case of forgotten promises. At the 
height of the crisis, Kuwaiti rul¬ 
ers in exile were lavishly praising 
their vital contribution to the 
freedom struggle in the occupied 
state. They vowed to grant wom¬ 
en their due rights. 

"Kuwaiti women have con¬ 
firmed they arc equal to their 
brothers in the resistance... I'm 
confident they will play a major 
role in our liberated Kuwait," 
Crown Prince and Prime Minister 
Sheikh Saad AI Sabah declared at 
a 'people's congress’ of Kuwaiti 
held in Jeddah in October 1990. 
Women's rights emerged as an 
important aspect of the political 
blueprint presented by the gov¬ 
ernment-in-ex ile. 

This was perhaps the most 
pleasing prospect for Kuwaiti 
women, who have received high 
education and performed excel¬ 
lently in various walks of life for 
at least three decades, hut without 
enjoying the right to vote or be 
elected. 

The first elected parliament 
came into being in 1963, hut the 
process was disrupted with the 
legislature's dissolution in' 1974 
due to differences within the gov¬ 
ernment. It was revived in 1985, 
but the National Assembly was 
disbanded a year later by the 
Emir, Sheikh Jabcr Al Ahmed Al 
Sabah, following its member's 
clash with cabinet ministers. In 
June 1990, an interim council 
was partially elected by an all¬ 
male electorate. Tills month's 
election of a new assembly was, 
again, without women as either 
voters or candidates. 

Amid vociferous demands be¬ 
fore and after the Iraqi invasion, 
fpr the restoration of parliament 
and for fresh elections, voices 
were raised by the educated elite 
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right to vote and to be legislative 
candidates. But in recent limes, 
demands for women's rights have 
weakened, and religious hardlin¬ 
ers have opposed them. 

Sheikh Jabcr at one stage was 
Rid to be keen to reward Kuwaiti 
Women for their "strength, endu¬ 
re and ability to bear all kinds 
otmalircaiement and difficulties" 
during the occupation. Last year, 
Sheikh Saad asked the interim 
■Hr , l0 .^ scuss "with serenity" 
. J) 6 feasibility of granting women 
the vote. Only four of the 12 leg¬ 
islators who spoke on the issue 
lavpred a political role for wom¬ 
en. Others laughed at the idea, 
raying : "the woman's natural 
Place is:home," asking for debate 
jn°re important topics" or 
simply calling the discussion "too 
premature." 

ii3 c government's lack of cn- 

Pusiasm in the face of such 
-■M male opposition and the 
. Baiive uend itself have been 
•gasicd 'by women activists. "It 
^ everybody forgot those 
Rasha Al Sabah, a 
awfi of the royal family and 
•JMlslant director of Kuwait Uni- 


•: T «»iry, was quoted as saying, 
inr w omcn can.hold sen- 
£,2™ Positions but cannot be 
legislators, diplomats, 
'■■ 0r Prosecutors, whereas 
^vLjr^oocd 1962 constitution 
.rPtpmiscp justice, freedom and 


After war, women 
still fight for rights 


equality to all citizens. "1 don't 
think women in this country will 
get their political rights before 
the coming century," Rasha said. 
Women activists arc pinning their 
hopes on being able to vote in the 
1996 polls. 

Elsewhere in the Guir, the stat¬ 
us of women was not as affected 
bv the Gulf crisis as much as in 
Kuwait, although some women 
activists in Saudi Arabia did 
make an attempt to benefit from 
the prevailing nationalist atmos¬ 
phere soon after the Iraqi 
invasion. The deployment of 
women soldiers in the desert was 
thought to have provided an im¬ 
petus to that sentiment. 

Tiic one incident that caused 
ripples far and wide was the No¬ 


vember 6, 1990, protest by some 
50 women against the ban on 
driving by women in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. They drove in 15 cars in 
Riyadh, on the main King Ahdcl- 
aztz Highway, in defiance of a 
long-standing ban. The women 
were arrested, and the furore led 
to a legal ban on women driving 
cars. 

It was in October last year that 
King Fahd personally intervened 
and ordered the women's rein¬ 
statement in their jobs, the return 
of their passports and financial 
compensation for the income lost 
as a result of their punishment. In 
late 1990, they were released on 
their husbund's written guaran¬ 
tees that their wives would never 
try to drive their vehicles again. 


In other Gulf states notably the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Bahrain and Qatar, womenfolk 
arc comfortably placed in public 
life, receiving higher education 
and facing no restriction in pursu¬ 
ing careers in professions,, 
husiness and public and private- 
sector jobs. They can drive and 
move about freely; it is not unu¬ 
sual to sec Arab women in a 
black veil or western dress driv¬ 
ing large cars. 

One exceptional spin off of the 
Gulf crisis pertaining to women 
has been the development in the 
UAE of a female unit in the 
armed forces. The 59-women 
unit, the first in the Gulf, com¬ 
pleted its intensive training on 
June 18, 1991, Their graduation 
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at u major ceremony in Abu Dha¬ 
bi, the capital, represented a 
pioneering effort in a sensitive 
field. This has been perhaps the 
most concrete manifestation uf 
change in a society .strictly op¬ 
posed to sharp shifts in the 
transitional role of Gulf women 
as family makers. 

The whole debate has been 
dominated by women's duties in 
limes of national crisis and how 
they and society can complement 
cacn other's efforts for mutual 
gain. But the inevitable implica¬ 
tion has been Lhe discussion of 
how much women can and 
should do and how far they can 
go wiihin the parameters of relig¬ 
ious sanctions. 

Apart from this, there has been 
the marginal impact of the Gulf 
crisis on the status and life of the 
region's Arab women. Political 
rights and participation still re¬ 
main a dream, and whatever 
progress women have made is the 
continuation of the almost natural 
course or huge oil incomes pro¬ 
pelling the process of social and 
economic development across the 
board. ■ 
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Our Say.... 


Traveller's notebook 

An Occidental journey (3) 


Standing by our team 

THIS WEEK'S strongly-worded criticism by the Muslim Brotherhood 
bloc in the Lower House of the so-called Jordanian-lsracli agreement, 
achieved at the end of the last round of Arab-lsracli peace talks in Wash¬ 
ington, is both untimely and reveals a shallow understanding of the na¬ 
ture of the Washington talks so far. 

Notwithstanding the well-known position of the Islamic Bloc over the 
peace talks, the initial agreement between Jordanian and Israeli negotia¬ 
tors on a working agenda is not tantamount to a fully-fledged peace trea¬ 
ty between the two countries. It is ill-timed because Jordanians as a na¬ 
tion need to stand by their negotiators in order to give them moral as 
well as material support. 

The peace negotiations, which began a year ago in Madrid, arc not ex¬ 
pected to yield immediate results. We know that the process will be long, 
arduous and even painful at times. While regional and global realities 
leave no pragmatic option for the Arab countries but to engage in negoti¬ 
ations with Israel, we arc in agreement that UN resolutions and interna¬ 
tional law arc the principle references of our team in Washington. We 
know that, and they know it too. 

By accusing ihcm of deviating from the government line and holding 
them accountable for going beyond their mandate, the bloc is assuming 
that our negotiators work independently of government supervision, and 
that they have concluded a deal with Israel at the expense of Arab rights. 
Both assumptions are false. 

A working agenda is precisely what the term states. Besides, the initial 
agreement needs the endorsement of the Jordanian government before it 
cart become official. And even then, the agenda sets broad headlines for 
the main issues that will be discussed among the interlocutors. It is only 
the beginning of a long period of negotiations that will cover the corc-of* 

. the Arab-Isracllconflict. . • 

7 Being against negotiations with Israel is one thing, but raising the flag 
every dine our negotiators meet with their Israeli counterparts is somc- 
. thing else. We are against any attempt to discredit members of the Jorda¬ 
nian delegation. They deserve our backing and so docs our government, 
which has reiterated its long-standing position that it will not sign a bilat¬ 
eral peace accord with Israel at the expense of any other. Arab party to 
the lallcs. * 1 

It is at this sensitive stage of negotiations that we must stand united bc- 
hind our team. Those who reject the principle of negotiations have made 
'their*position clear, and we respect that. If and when Jordan reaches a 
■ draft agreement with Israel that could be the basis of a peace treaty, our 
Parliament will have the opportunity to study it and vole on it. We are 
miles away from reaching that phase of the peace process. True peace in 
the Middle East can only.be achieved through negotiations. This process ; 
of negotiations aims at implementing UN resolutions,;giving.the Pples^ !" 
tinlan people their right to self-'delenhination and!repatriating those who 
.were made homeless as a result of Israel's occupation of Arab territories. 

We muy be frustrated at times, with the slow pace,of negotiations and 
with Israel’s attempts'to Wriggle out of Substantive talfcs. But no.one can ■ 
deny, that this is landmark;jn ^he history-of Ihc. region. The whole world 
has a stako in reaching a comprehensive and lasting peace in the.Middle- 
East. We should increase the pressure on Israel riot our own people. ■ 


By Osamn El-Sherlf 

THE MOST enduring observation I have 
of America is that it is a technology-driven 
society. Unlike the Middle East, where 
technology is a connotation of luxury lim¬ 
ited to owning a 90-channel, five-system 
TV set, a sports car with built-in computer 
or a siaic-of-ihe-ari satellite dish and re¬ 
ceiver, technology in the United Stales is 
an essential ingredient of daily life, work, 
study, travel and entertainment. 

Since necessity (or need) is the mother 
of invention, technology is seen ns satiat¬ 
ing die needs of a highly sophisticated and 
developed culture. For an outsider, this 
hunger for technology can be perceived as 
a vicious circle, where new needs are 
created every day to replace those that 
have been satisfied. Technology introduces 
new ethics and alters existing values. It af¬ 
fects human relationships at every conceiv¬ 
able level, eventually becoming so ubiqui¬ 
tous that it stops serving as a mean and 
becomes an end iu itself. 

On the streets of American metropolises 
businessmen travel in taxi cabs or walk to 
nearby restaurants carrying cellular 
phones. They make denis, sell or buy 
slocks and negotiate with clients as they 
eat, hail a taxi or ride in an elevator. Com¬ 
puters effectively run the whole continent, 
from subways to air traffic, slock markets, 
newspapers, defense systems, civil 
records, corporate dealings, money trans¬ 
fers, telecommunications. 

What Americans interpret as a techno- 




create our own? Before we can cvenbcsrin 
to tackle these questions, we must first « 
Arabs, understand the cultural dimension 
of today's global economy. 

Where do we Tit in this world's socin- 
economic jigsaw puzzle? [ kept askto 
myself this question as 1 found myself ef 
gaged iu debates with publishers from 
Asia. Latin America, the United Stales. 
East and Western Europe. * ^ 

Top priority to most publishes in thdr 
respective reuiotis was ihn 


■ I . ■ —TO ■ uim 

respective regions was the stm^of the glo¬ 
bal economy; their region’s rolX and info, 
cnee in intcr-rcgionnl trade, lii-lcch. indus- 
tries and regional markets. The Middle 
East did not figure much in these debates 
We were the outsiders, the people who 
didn't fit; locked in our own introverted 
environment. Even as a market, the Mid- 
die East was by-passed. South East Asia's 
main interest was to do business with 
Western Europe, Latin America was con¬ 
cerned with the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), the European 
Community (EC) had its eyes on develop¬ 
ments in Eastern Europe and on the trou¬ 
bled GATT negotiations with the United 
Slates. Eastern Europe itself was still try¬ 
ing to cope with the newly-introduced 
principles of free markets and capitalist 
values, and keeping the flow of Western 
investments pouring in. 

The Middle East is not part of any one 
of ihcsq complex inter-relationships. It it 
tme that we remain the source of the 
world's cheapest energy, but that's about h. 
Oil is no longer a political or an economic 


world would call a luxury. Or is it? Tech¬ 
nology has helped to expose to outsiders 
the affluence of American and Western so¬ 
ciety. Our infatuation with the West has 
much to do with the elements of its afflu¬ 
ence; the show-ease of its successful eco¬ 
nomic achievements. It has to do with its 
technological edge as much as with its cul¬ 
tural supremacy. Living in our part of the 
world, we may not understand the necessi¬ 
ties of Western societies, but once we have 
seen the affluence of the West, their needs 
in turn become our needs. 

This is why we start to talk of the trans¬ 
fer of technology. But importing technolo¬ 
gy also means introducing the values that 
come with it. Technology is supposed to 
make life easier, work more productive 
and efficient, leisure time more fun, 
schools more educating, hospitals more ad¬ 
vanced and people Jess vulnerable. Bui in 
the process of acquiring technology, a new 
culture begins to form, where new needs, 
etmes and, naturally, problems emerge. 

Technology is not machinery ana elec¬ 
tronic gadgets, but a way of life that is in¬ 
tended to enhance or augment an existing 
one. n may also obliterate iu Should we 
transfer technology only when we recog¬ 
nize the need for it, or should we manufac¬ 
ture that need? And how do we then break 
Uic cycle of creating new needs that were 
never there before? 

■Jf* * lso , d0 we fill the cuitural- 

to chasm that separates us from 
the West without compromising our own 

And Sn h as a developing society? 

: h 1ST l? 0 We dcal wilh toe values 

that are attached to the technology we have 

Oite disadvantage of technology 
is that once you have adopted it, ybu be¬ 
come dependenuon it; you simply cannot 
l-SSSSS ’•life*.* 1 ralculaic |hc 


m 'And ^STconsu. 

' of technology, pr could ,wc, one day, 


cued, now tliat America's hegemony over 
the Gulf is unrivalled. Besides, the West is 
now talking of the end of the Oil Century 
and the dawning of the Lnscr/Microcfy 
Century, wilh emphasis shifting from tht 
oil-hungry heavy industries to the energy 
efficient light industries. While this transi¬ 
tion should take smother three to five its- 
tides (just as Middle East cm oil resents 
dry up), industrialized countries arc pre¬ 
paring for it today. 

The Middle East bus missed the fink 
second and third industrial revolutions« 
the last two centuries. While some Arab 
countries have made modest achievements 
in heavy and medium industries (such ns 
Egypt, Syria, Iraq und Morocco), nonoha 
a clue of what hi-tech, industries arc aboui. 
Most of our so-called home industries iw 
little more than under-license asscraDly 
ventures. Therefore, we import mosl, if noc 
nil, of our raw materials, buy niflnuf«tur f 
ing plants and partially-finished product 
package the final goods and sell them as 
national products. . 

The sad fact is that we hove no researen 
and development, no base for compeuuv? 
industries, are unable to make use or our 
own raw materials — and have fftyi. 
missed the boat. 

Western politicians and economists m 
of trade wars, global recession 
transfer of technology in a global 
fnciuring plant whose administration J 
be based in New York, but whoso factw® 
may be found in Bangkok, Santiago, a®"" 
and Bucharest. 

1 was especially intrigued py t w .° iJJ. 
nese publishers, who discuss#! mw . ^ 
try's role iu the global cconoay. w FLj 
conversation wilh the two mft. 1 a 

of Japan's miraculous tfungicm ^ 

feudal society,' ravaged bwthe.j* g 
World War, into an ceondfcic 8 ■ 
leader in hitccli. industries re¬ 

porter and investor in less w 0 Iour , 

' Continue* on 
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Bill Clinton 

'My commitment to Israel’ 


Editor's note: President-elect Bill Clin¬ 
ton spoke about his vision of US-lsrael 
relations in a speech to American Jewish 
leaders in September. The speech is re- 
printed from the Jerusalem Post. 

AMERICA AND Israel share a special 
bond. Our relationship is unique among all 
nations. 

Like America, Israel is a strong democra¬ 
cy, a symbol of freedom, an oasis of liber¬ 
ty, a home to the oppressed and persecuted. 
Yet in this world where the Cold War has 
ended, peace is still a long way away in the 
Middle East. 

Israel is still surrounded by nations in 
pursuit of weapons of mass destruction; 
still at risk of Scud attacks by Saddam 
Hussein, and now facing new, more ad¬ 
vanced Scuds from Syria; still suffering the 
economic hardships of the Arab boycott; 
still waiting for an offer of peace from her 
Arab neighbors. 

The current round of peace negotiations 
inking place in Washington offers the best 
chance in a decade of bringing lasting 
peace to the region. When 1 met with 
Prime Minister Rabin during bis recent vis¬ 
it to the US, I made clear to him my deter¬ 
mination to continue the peace process if 
ejected. 1 want to be very clear about this: 
There will be no hiatus in the current nego¬ 
tiations. 

This summer's elections in Israel have 
given the government a mandate to move 
forward, and Prime Minister Rabin has 
wasted no time beating new life into the 
negotiations. 

He's agreed to stop ail political settle¬ 
ment activity and shift the funds to spend¬ 
ing on infrastructure and education in Is¬ 
rael. He's freed 800 Arab prisoners and 
reversed 11 deportation orders or Palestini¬ 
ans. He's pledged a gradual reopening of 
streets in what had been some or the most 
violent commercial and residential areas of 
the territories. He’s eased restrictions on 
Arab laborers entering Israel. 



CUnton with Rabin 

Israel has reaffirmed its recognition of 
the UN resolutions that arc the foundations 
of the peace process, and supported specif¬ 
ically applying them to the negotiations 
with Syria. And it now has under consider¬ 
ation a plan for full autonomy for the Pal¬ 
estinians that includes early elections. Now 
it is time for the other side to reciprocate. 

I do not believe we ought to pressure Is¬ 
rael into making unilateral concessions in 
the peace process, as this (Bush) adminis¬ 
tration has tried to do. 1 believe we must 
stand by Israel in its historic effort to inte¬ 
grate hundreds of thousands of refugees 
into its society. And I believe the US 
should servo as a catalyst and an honest 
broker in the pence negotiations. For in the 
end, only Israel, the Palestinians and the 
Arab nations can make lasting peace with 
one another. 

I drink that we have to give this peace 


process a chance to work. We have to 
nourish it; we have to support it; we have 
to maintain its continuity, ll is time now to 
encourage the Arab slates to reciprocate in 
sonic fashion for what the Israeli side has 
done. But I think the fiiiurc course has to 
be charted within the context of this peace 
process, and I don't think the US should do 
anything that would run the risk of dis¬ 
lodging that. I still think we've got a 
chance to make it work. 

The peace negotiations will no doubt 
take time, but there is a simple step '^e Ar¬ 
abs should have taken long ago: Ending 
their illegal boycott against Israel'. 

That boycott is economic warfare, and 
the war must end now. It is time the ad¬ 
ministration made it clear that die US will 
no longer turn a blind eye to this practise 
by putting an end lo US government con¬ 
tracts with anyone who participates in the 


Traveller's notebook 

An Occidental journey (3) 


Continued from page 8 

national products. 

The sad fact is that we have no research 
and development, no base for competitive, 
industries, arc unable to make use of our 
own raw materials — and have simply 
missed the boat. 

Western politicians and economists talk 
of trade wars, global recession and the 
transfer of technology in a global manufac¬ 
turing plant whose adminislradon may be 
based in New York, but whose factories 
may be found in Bangkok, Sandago, Seoul 
and Bucharest. 

I was especially intrigued by two Japa¬ 
nese publishers, who discussed their coun¬ 
try's role in the global economy. In private 
conversation with the two men, I was told 
of Japan's miraculous transition from a feu¬ 
dal society, ravaged by the Second World 
War, into an economic giant, a leader in hi- 
tech industries and major exporter and in¬ 
vestor in less than four decades, 

. ' "It is true," one of them told me, "that we 
became a free market-capitalist society, but 
we retained the essence of our Japanese 
culture." Japan is part of the West when it 


and he said it was because "we're loo west¬ 
ernized. We’re the only country in South 
East Asia that has no Buddhist culture.” 

In his book 'The Next Century", Ameri¬ 
can journalist David Halberstaro * talks, 
about Japanese work ethics on the factory 
floor, the Japanese emphasis on education, 
loyally and creativity. Nothing could com¬ 
pare to what goes on in an American plant 
today. ■ 

A comment in Newsweek by Nobel Pnze 
laureate Rigobcrla Menchu recently caught 
my attention. The Guatemalan Indian acti¬ 
vist said: "Peoples can develop, make sci¬ 
ence, technology and obtain goods of soci¬ 
ety without stripping themselves of their 
culture." ; ." 

Could we, as Arabs, come lo realize that 
our culture could actually be an asset in our 
quest- to modernize and. take our place in 
the emerging global economy? Can-we 
draw from our cultural reservoir to find 
formulas that work as we tackle the cum¬ 
bersome issues of modernization, the trans¬ 
fer and development of technology and 
their relations to our own social and politi- 


like to read, and graduates rarely keep up 

Wim Uje developments in Uteir o«n field of 2“ tee.'s qualtat? 

speciality afrer graduation. edge over its foes. The sight 

We have to review the role of govern- hu 3 dled in basements with gas 

tnems in slewing economic growth, the ing ^ 0ll j f war brought hor 

role of the private sector t- which is sane- American just how vulnerable 1 

tified by our press but has actually done just how' volatile the region is. 
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boycott. Thai is why 1 support Senator A1 
Gore's initiative lo prohibit Defense De¬ 
partment contracts with any foreign compa¬ 
nies that participate in the Arab League's 
boycott against Israel. 

I would strongly encourage and urge the 
Saudis lo end the boycott. 1 think that 
would be the best gesture the Arab nations 
could make lo respond to the unilateral ges¬ 
tures that Prime Minister Rabin has made. I 
think it would do an unbelievable amount 
of good to clear the air and bring the panics 
to focus on the specific issues that we all 
know will be tough to work out. So I will 
strongly, strongly urge them to end the 
boycott. 

We need to promote action to stop the 
spread of dangerous missiles in the Middle 
East, and a strong international effort and 
tough sanctions to keep weapons of mass 
destruction out of the hands or nations like 
Iran, Iraq, Syria and Libya. 

Since the Gulf war, the Middle East has 
been a weapons bonanza. The US has sold 
a lot or weapons there, and so have other 
nations. I am concerned about that, which ' 
is one of the reasons I want to make sure 
that we don't do anything lo upset the quali¬ 
tative balance in the Middle East in any 
arms sales that might occur with the Sau¬ 
dis, and why I want to be very careful 
about what I say about that. 

I do believe that there needs to be an ag¬ 
gressive effort focused on the Middle East, 
including joining with other nations to de¬ 
velop an international regime of non¬ 
proliferation on weapons or mass destruc¬ 
tion, and also an effort among the major 
arms sellers of the world to try to reduce 
arms sales in volatile regions. 

The problem, of course, is that many na¬ 
tions know that if they don't sell the weap¬ 
ons, someone else will. And many of the 
people who ask for these weapons, have 
beeVi steady allies of the US. But I do be¬ 
lieve that we have to make an urgent, ur¬ 
gent effort soon to develop a really strong 
regime against the spread of weapons of 
moss destruction, especially among dictat¬ 
orships, and to try to reduce arms sales in 
the traditional arms. I am very concerned 
about it. 

The US must not waver in the meantime 
in its financial, security and moral commit¬ 
ments to Israel. That is why 1 said early on 
in my campaign that it is in our nation's 
best interest lo continue military and eco¬ 
nomic assistance, because this vital aid en¬ 
courages long-term stability in the region 
and demonstrates the US commitment to 
Israel's security and sovereignty. 

I am especially disturbed by the long¬ 
term outlook for the spread of weapons of 
mass destruction. It is very menacing. That 
means opr Commitment must include not 
only an effort to reduce this spread, but a 
reaffirmation of our strong commitment to 
maintaining Israel's qualitative military' 
edge over its foes. The sight of children 
huddled in basements with gas masks dur- 
. ing the Gulf war brought home to every 
. American just how vulnerable Israel is, and 


Mme to ,its standing and performance in . BtnjclurC s? ' 

[he global economy, but remains essential- * . •^ w0rth 0l j r w hilc to review 

ly Japanese. Its success story is uniquely . ^ of the past four decades. 

Japanese. . .... An obieclive analysis would come' to the 

^Olher countries in Asia and Latin Amori- . ^ our- educational system is . 

m. reconciling culture with develop- : ‘ Opr universities are releasing; 
ment with amazing results. It is taking J P * craduates 'every year; Our 
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more harm than good in most cases — and 
in positive development at the national lev¬ 
el. 

But what do we do after that? .Do we 
fight western values and shut ourselves in, 
or do we open up, like Egypt did under Sa.- 
dat, and hope the West will be kind to us? 
Do we do nothing? My premise has always 
been that we in the Arab world have more, 
in common with the East than we do with 
the West.. . ' • ' 

Our cultural pnd intellectual focus has so 
far concentrated on the achievements and' 
; breakthroughs of the West, therefore the 
West has become our model for develops 
mem. But metaphorically speaking, jt is-; 
from the East that We should be learning. 
The examples of Singapore,. Japan, Malay¬ 
sia, Indonesia,. IKorca arid; Taiwan arts 
worth studying copying. We cannot 
import ready-;madc solutions to our mount- 


; Clearly, we must meet our security com- 
miLments id our coalition'partners in the 
Gulf, but any of those actions must be tak¬ 
en In close consultation with the govern¬ 
ment 6f Israel, and any arms sales must not 
undermine our commitment to Israel's qual¬ 
itative edge. As I have said repeatedly, any 
sale,of F-15s to Saudi Arabia must only go', 
forward in this context., 

I believe we can and should provide for 
the adequate defenses of. our,coalition part¬ 
ners in the region in a way that does not 
threaten Israel's security. I would support 
the sale of some .versions of the F-ISs to 
Saudi Arabia* but we must noL sell , any of- 
; fensive version of the F-15s to Saudi Arabia 
' that cpuld threaten Israel, till the-military 
balance or erode Israel's qualitative military 
edge.- 1 

There Is andlher threat to Israel that has, 
gone long unaddtossed. lt is a threat that 
can weaken Israel militarily,-economically 


fwnicn- are Muslim. countries and reiauvc ,. : n ^ quality of ttU hvbs wiuun psI.The task : or resurrecting 

?.. ..^comers to what ia called the New to- ; . chiidrenreceive daily, Em- ovirculiure is a irdmehdot^ dne. We ■can't-' 


Israel WillalwaySibeunder pressure. ■ 

..! Thti article. is adapted from an address 
delivered to the B'nal B’rith arinual con- 


End pf series • ] vditlon on 9 September. 
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Congratulations!! 

Graduations, appoint¬ 
ments, engagements, 
weddings, newborns, 
promotions, special 
awards, excellent 

achievements. 

Drop us a line and send 
a photo...we will run it 
free of charge in The 
Star's People and Events 
page. 
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Magna Carta 
entertains the world 


By Mary Denis 

Special to the Slur 

IN THE current pop music cli¬ 
mate in Amman, when your cars 
arc pierced by the metal and elec¬ 
tric sounds of disco, rock, hip- 
hop, and a tot more, MAGNA 
CARTA's performance this week 
came as both a relief and a breath 
of fresh air, revitalizing you with 
purity, homogeneity ana reflect¬ 
ing the group's classical pop 
style. 

No big technical equipment, no 
electric guitars, no synthesizers. 
Just two singers and iheir acous¬ 
tic guitars doing a wonderful job 
at creating a pleasant impact, a 
jolly, heart-to-heart interaction 
between the performers and the 
audience. 

"Wo arc for quality," says Lbi- 
tfn Taylor, singer of MAGNA 
CARTA, "We put more emphasis 
on the quality and substance of 
the songs we play and sing, rath¬ 
er than on our own appearances." 
They say that they both aim at fo¬ 
cusing on the theme, the lyrics 
and melody, without any external 
gimmicks. 

Magna Carta, a well-known 
British pop acoustic-music group, 


has been touring the region for 
several weeks with a stop-over in 
Amman, where the group gave a 
delightful performance at the 
Dacca!aureate School theater, or- 
giinizcd by Lhc National Music 
Conservatory in co-operation 
with the British Council and Roy¬ 
al Jordanian. Chris Simpson, 
guitarist and singer-songwriter of 
Magna Carta, summarized their 
visit: "Beautiful country, wonder¬ 
ful people." 

A dynamic performer and en¬ 
tertainer, Chris remains very seri¬ 
ous in his belier that acoustic gui¬ 
tar is timeless and is not confined 
to a certain 'Lime zone 1 . During 
Magna Carla's performance, rela¬ 
tively older and "stiffer" people in 
the audience loosened up and 
joined in (he revelry. 

Chris composes his own songs 
based on his own lyrics. They are 
about people, limes and places, 
"The situations I know personal¬ 
ly. They are a vast part of my ex¬ 
periences, 1 ' he says. "I like to ex¬ 
press feelings, sadness, happiness 
and relations through my songs." 
Having had no formal music edu¬ 
cation, Chris is a natural. He docs 
not read or write notes, he con¬ 
fesses, yet he is rated in a class 



Abu Shakra opens beauty center 

■ The Abu Shakra Trading Agency, Jordan's foremost specialists in 
luxury goods, announced the opening last week of their Beauty Center, 
based at their Gardens Street branch. 

The center incorporates a women's beauty salon and hairdressers and 
is siafTcd by specialists qualified in manicure, pedicure, massage, skin 
care arid hair design. Products used at the center include an exclusive 
range of quality cosmetics and skincare lines. Famous names include 
Elizabeth Arden's 'Visible Difference 1 , skincare and anti-eging prod¬ 
ucts, Ellen Betrlx and Marbert. 

"Many of our products are not on sale and are purely for professional 
use," said Mr Rned Abu Shakra, adding (hat the company has .been in 
direct contact with beauty centers in Geneva and Germany. 

Manageress Madame Yasmln explained that, all skin types and 
problems caii also be attended to, including dry, problom skin, oily 
skin and blemished skin.Those with! sensitivity to'certain products can 
lakeiadvanloga of the center's well-stacked range of herbal and hypoal¬ 
lergenic lines. 

- The tenter is kitted but with the most up-to-date beauty equipment, 
offering a wide range of treatments Including electrolysis, facial mas¬ 
sage, blackhead and dead skin removal; . 

The center will.be open between the hours of. 10.30 am and 5.30 pm. 
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between JJ. Calc and Dire 
Straits' Mark Knottier. His style 
of playing is also highly individu¬ 
al. Together with Linda, who has 
a warm and tuneful voice, they 
make a great team. 

Linda says, ''A musician is an 
artist, and performing is an art 
form through which the artist 
reaches his or her audience. 
When you sing, you paint a pic¬ 
ture. We may sing the same 
songs every night, but we always 
palm a different picture." 

According to Linda, a perform¬ 
er must use psychology in order 
to detect the general mood of the 
audience and act accordingly, 
taking the listeners in the right di¬ 
rection. 

If one is interested in the histo¬ 
ry of British contemporary folk 
music, Magna Carta would be 
the best example of a music 
group which has gone through all 
the stages of "evolution". Starling 
more than two decades ago as a 
folk club music band, Magna 
Carta has had its ups and downs, 
but most of the time refusing to 
change its style with the trends in 
the modern world of music. 

Although the group's line-up 
i has changed many times, Magna 
Carta has stayed true to itself 
with Chris Simpson as the only 
original survivor. "In the '80s and 
early '90s I was depressed with it 
all, remembers Cnris, "because 
acoustic guitar had almost disap¬ 
peared and high technology had 
taken over." He thought that 
Magna Carta had also come to 
an epd. But the eruption of thd 
CD market in Europe and Britain 
lids revived old classic'pop al-. 
bums, that feature acoustic mu- 
• sic, marking a hew beginning. 

■ Over 100 countries have been 

■ visited, 20 albums and 23 singles 
. have be$n made, Magna Car fa 
>" has made a full circle, according 

to;,Chris, and. is going.. from 
strength; to strength., Al pie mo-: 
...mem, Magna Carte are working 
: on their new album, due out at 
anytime., y y m f . 1 

• when onC hears such enduring 


Hotel Inter. Con. participates in the 
first hot air balloon event in Jordan 

• For the first time ever in the Middle East, Jordan will be hosting 
a hot air balloon rally froml4 till 17 November in Wadi Rum. The 
event will be launched on the occasion of His Mttfesty King Husse¬ 
in's Birthday. The Ministry of Tourism, in co-operation with Roy¬ 
al Jordanian and the Jordan Armed Forces are organizing this 
spectacular event. 

Wadi Rum, one of the most beautiful and breathtaking surrealis¬ 
tic desert locations in the world, and home to T.E. Lawrence of 
Arabia, has the ideal weather conditions for ballooning during the 
month of November, and with accommodation in five star tents 
laid out in traditional Bedouin style, provided by Hotel InterCon¬ 
tinental Jordan, this event will have a high degree of local colors. 

50 world top pilots will be competing for a $10,000 prize and the 
King's Trophy with the title 'Champion of Champions'. Hotel In¬ 
ter Continental will be on location throughout this event; provid¬ 
ing comfort and service for over 200 VIP guests in the middle of 
the desert. 


• Horizon Ad¬ 
vertising and 
Communicatio 
ns held its net- 


management 
meeting recent¬ 
ly on the Greek 
island of Cor¬ 
fu. The meet¬ 
ing focused on 
client services 


theme: 'Citlus, 

Aldus, Fortius', the Latin Olympic motto that translates to 'Faster, 
Higher, Stronger 1 . "In consideration of the focus of (he meeting," 
commented Rafic Sa'odeh, chairman of the Horizon network, 
"which was to increase our ability to service clients, I recognized 
just how competitive Is the process of sustaining a client, as com¬ 
petitive os any high-powered sport. The goal of our meeting was to 
generate concrete ideas that will help up respond to client needs 
faster, to set our service goals higher, and to compete In our mar¬ 
ketplace with an even stronger Horizon network. 

Attending the meeting were Horizon managers representing all 
offices, including some new comers from the network's Paris liai¬ 
son office and the expanding offices of Beirut and Kuwait, In addi¬ 
tion to team members from Athens, Dubai, Jeddah and Amman. 

. "Conducting the meeting at an away from the office location in 
Corfu gave us a fresh perspective and got our creative Juices flow¬ 
ing. But even with the allure of the famous Greek vacation site, it 
was all-business, with an emphasis not on talk, but on action- 
oriented brain-storm sessions", states Mr Gregory Tikhanoff, GM 
Athens. Mr Sa'adeh concluded, 11 As usual, our management meet¬ 
ings always leave us enthusiastic, with a revised sense of unity and 
with renewed ambitions to achieve our goals." 




Agenda 


THEATER 


by Chris 

played A 


., played Nowadays, one can uiunlsr • 
jpbin; m: Jlme*, • 


• The Philadelphia International 
Hotel presents from 12 until 14 
November the hilarious comedy 
’An Evening With Gary Lineker 1 , 

FILMS 

• The Goethe Institute will be 
showing a movie Tuesday, 17 
November entitled Endangered 
Species, Last /Show On Earth'. 
.The movie starts at 7:00 pm." 

.• ■'Stevie' is the title of the Brit¬ 
ish Council's featured film for 


ly respected author and radio per¬ 
sonality. The film starts at 7:00 
pm. • . 

• The American Centre prcsents\ 
its share of films this week, Start¬ 
ing with *Local Hero', which is to 
be shown on Thursday, 12 No¬ 
vember. And also on Sunday, }5 
November, 'Ruthless People' will 
be the featured movie. Both films 
start al 5:00 pm. 

exhibitions: 

• Under the patronage of TRH 
- Prince .Ra'ad Bin, Zeid and 

Princess Majda Ra'ad, the Jor¬ 
danian Scandinavian Friendship 
Association.is holding an TSxhibK 
' lion of, Swedish Contemporary 
Art'. • The opening will be on 
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Presenting ’An Evening With Gary Lineker' 

Smash-hit comedy arrives 

in Amman 


JORDAN'S THEATER-lovcrs 
will be delighted to know that yet 
another smash-hit performance 
from London's West End has ar¬ 
rived in Amman, this time play¬ 
ing at the Philadelphia Interna¬ 
tional Hotel. 

■An Evening with Gary Lineker", 
directed by Tony Cravin, is com¬ 
ing directly to Jordon after rave 
reviews in the British capital. 
Showing tonight, Friday and Sat¬ 
urday, this award-winning hit 
comedy focuses on Britain's fa¬ 
vorite sport and pastime: Soccer. 
Described as "a tribute to lovers 
of the game of football, and to all 
of those who have to live with 
them", the play promises to be a 
roaring and riotous success. 

The play will be presented as an 
evening of dinner theater, and has 
been brought to Jordan by Silk 
Cut, Performance International 
Associated, PW Productions, 
Emirates Airlines and, of course, 
the Philadelphia International. Its 
cast features a host of established 
artists, some of them Britain's 
foremost cntcrlnincrs. 

Among them is Helen Gridin, 
who plays Monica, and who stud¬ 
ied sociology and psychology 
end trained as a psychiatric nurse 
before deciding to exacerbate her 
neuroses by going into acting. 

She has worked with Welsh The¬ 
ater group Theatre Gorllcwin 
Morgannwg, Soapbox, Quicksil¬ 
ver, Loose Exchange, Theatre 
Venture, Made in Wales and 
Double Exposure. The latter in¬ 
volved the whole company, in¬ 
cluding a blind nclor, using sign 
language as they performed. 

In 1989, she took a one woman 
show, Drawing the Devil on the 
iVa//, (loosely based on the life of 
the wife of Britain's infamous 
Yorkshire Ripper) to the Edin¬ 
burgh Festival to great critical ac- 
claim. It was later adapted for 
Helen Tor BBC Radio. 

Reconi theater work includes the 
highly acclaimed Under Milk 
wood, which is scheduled to lour 
Amorica and die rest of Britain in 

Fellow actress Felicity Goodson, 
plays Blrgitta, was trained al 
ibe Guildford School of Acting 
*nd went on to appear in reperto- 
jy theater all over the UK. Parts 
wve included Lynne in Stepping 
Out and Jack in Jack ana the 
Beanstalk, Felicity has also ap- 
P^ed In many musicals includ- 
ID 8 tours of Grease and Godspell, 
Wn also played at the Fortune 
Theatre in London's West End. 

“he is a member of the famous 
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production of 

^Ppriory and region- 
SSW* Jias taken him. all oyer 
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Actor Mark Fletcher 

the British Isles, and he has 
played abroad in Holland, East 
Africa and California. Films in- 


His 


elude The Great Gatsby, Moon¬ 
lighting (with Jeremy Irons) and 
Morons from Outer Space. On 
television he had the pleasure of 
working with Laurence Olivier 
and Kadicrinc Hepburn in Love 
Among The Ruins. 

The role of Dan is played by Liv¬ 
erpudlian Mark Fletcher, who 
trained at the Guildford School of 
acting. After college he went 
straight into a world lour of Ham¬ 
let with the Old Vic Company, 
He also did a season at the Horse¬ 
shoe Theatre, where parts include 
John Lennon, in John, Paul, 
George. Ringo and Bert, and 
Dogberry in Much Ado About 
Nothing. He also played Peter in 
Jesus Christ Superstar. ■ 



• On the occasion of His Mpjesty King Hussein‘s birthday 
and return home, the Philadelphia International Hotel orga¬ 
nized a fashion show by Jordanian designer Jeman Ammari 
on Thursday. Deputizing for Her Majesty Queen Moor, IIRH 
Princess Alia A l Faisal attended the event, which featured a 
colorful collection of casual and formal dresses for winter 
and summer. The audience was delighted with a special chil¬ 
dren's fashion presentation which included T-shirts designed 
for the King's birthday, bearing slogans such as "God Save 
Our King". 


y*. 


mm 




'A 


Ideal Systems Co. 

Apple Computer Authorized Dealer 


Congratulates 


on 


occasion 


‘.Vy/' 1 / 


• i • i ■ - 1 • i 


































































10 THE STAR 


By Deni/. Arsalim 

ISTANBUL— A British histori¬ 
an's claim threatens lu wreck Ira* 
qi President Saddam Hussein's 
plans to rebuild the Hanging Gar¬ 
dens of Babylon. According to 
new research by historian Stepha¬ 
nie Dailey, the gardens never 
were at Babylon but in Nineveh. 
300 miles away. 

If the claim is substantiated it 
will unsettle archaeologists and 
historians across the world, many 
of whum have lived by their con¬ 
viction that die gardens once 
thrived in Babylon, 50 miles (72 ■ 
km) south of Bagluiad. 

Countless hooks in numerous 
languages have built academic 
theses on the historical assump¬ 
tion that the gardens, one of the 
seven wonders of the ancient 
work!, were pan of the ambitious 
building nrnjects undertaken by 
King Nehucliadne/var — and 
emulated by President Hussein 
amongst many or his successors. 

The si* odier undent wonders 
were the pyramids of Gi/a. the 
statue of Zeus at Olympia, the 
temple of Arlcmis at Ephesus, die 
mausoleum of Halicarnassus, the 
colossus of Rhodes and the great 
light house of Alexandria. The 
whole concept of these ancient 
'wonders’, of course, is unreliable 
loo, because it relates only to 
monuments which were accessi¬ 
ble to writers. 

Hussein has embarked on ma- 


Hanging gardens: 
A controversial 
theory sprouts 


jor reconstruction and renovation 
at Babylon, much of it controver¬ 
sial, and vowed to rebuild the 
I landing G;irdcn$. The Gulf War 
has indefinitely delayed many or 
his plans hut has not led lu their 
cancellation. 

Dr Dailey's discovery seems 
destined to throw die Iraqi gov¬ 
ernment's plans further into disar¬ 
ray. In research soon to lie pub¬ 
lished, she puls forward her belief 
that the gardens in Tact were built 
much earlier than generally as¬ 
sumed, perhaps in the curly sev¬ 
enth century BC — but not by 
King Nebuchadnezzar and not in 
Babylon. 

Instead, she says, the gardens 
were the work of the Assyrians 
who were the Babylonians' sworn 
enemies and ruled front their cap¬ 
ital city, Nineveh, 300 miles (433 
km) north of Babylon. It was in 
Babylon that the gardens were 
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The Ishiar Gate at the entrance to the ancient city of Babylon 
built, probably by the Assyrian Ion. 

ruler Sennacherib, ironically the The claim by Dr Dailey, who is 
man must often credited with the a historian at Summerville Col- 
destruction and pillage of Baby- lege, Oxford University, will rein* 


5 —* 

* What's on in November % 

% at the Marriott t 

* i 

% French Week: C 

B Und0f lh « patronage of HRH Prince Raad and Princess Majda and In ? 

2 . the presence of H.E. the French Ambassador & Mrs. Denis Bauchard 6* 

5 -P’S French Cultural Center, Air France and the Amman Marriott Hotel' jp 

ff* present the famous Chdatlan.Escoudtf and his band ^ 

40 Ina Jazz dinner concert November 18 • 

2 at tha Ballroom 8:00 p.m. JD 1S++ 

* and another performance November 19 

3 ^ at the Nightclub 9:30 p.m. entry fee JD i 0+ 

j Also featured this month Is French culinary 

* ... at Al - Mansaf Restaurant November 19 - 23 

gQ Lota of rich delicacies In store I 

^ . Leading French edition houses W 

^ will be exhibiting children's books 

4 dally from November 19-23 from 

2 12:00-8:00 p.m. ^ 

\ 1*1 . £ 

5 For a great outing, the Amtaan Marriott Hotel B 

“ ■ team Is organizing Ms first annual autumn •* ^ 

B ■ r%fS AH SEA' Bar B - Q at the Dead Sea, November 26' P 

2 1 JD 26. (Transportation on ue). ft 

™ \' Bases leave the hotel at 6:00 p.m. ^ 

B 1 /Wk 1 1110 on ’ y P* 006 ln *°wn where you can enjoy ^ 

5 I a meal of fresh Dover Sole Is the Amman W 

H IT^■nM| Marriott Hotel al both Al-Manaaf and r 

B . ■ Al-Waitma restaurants. ‘ w 

W For information and reservation, please callC 

B ' - Q . ' the s^les Department 660100. - P 



The claim by Dr Dailey, who is 
8 historian at Summerville Col¬ 
lege, Oxford University, will rein¬ 
force suspicion that the gardens 
were never at Babylon and that 
the legendary green space created 
by Sennacherib Is the same us the 
hanging gardens. 

A British Museum bas-relief 
sculpture depicting the gurdens is 
attributed to the Assyrians and it 
quotes the Assyrian king as de¬ 
claring the gardens a "wonder for 
all the world." Analysts urguc 
that he wouldn't have boasted 
about the gardens if it was in ene¬ 
my territory, Babylon. 

Exactly how the gardens came 
io be known os "hanging" re¬ 
mains moot. Tho most plausible 
theory, according to the liistori- 
ons, is that the trees and plants 
were grown on 'a mountainside 
and irrigated by a waior screw. 

Dr Dailey challenges early ref¬ 
erences to the Hanging Gardens 


liNOVEMBERlS 


being in Bab y | 0n . A lhirdcm 

ry BC Grcco-Babylonian writer 
Berosus, who is believed to £ 
made the curliest surviving refer 
cnee in the gardens, isnovveo . 
side red unreliable. Although L 
referred to the gardens' 
lenee, this now seems in doubt 
because some iwo hundred vearx 
enrher the Persians, who con 
quered the city in 539 BO, had 
already diverted the water supply 
or the royal palace and thus &. 
•naira ehanecs of any rolia Re 
surviving there. 

Another early source of the 
Hanging Gardens theory, the sec¬ 
ond cemury BC Levantine writer 
Aniipalor, is also considered un¬ 
reliable. All hough he is one of 
the first writers to actually list 
ihe seven wonders, he lived sev¬ 
eral hundred years after ihe gar¬ 
dens — whether in Babylon or 
Nineveh had ceased to exist. 
Nineveh itself was destroyed by 
(he Bahylonians in 612 BC. 

In her research Dr Dailey also 
notes that all surviving accounts 
of ancient Buhylon by ils con¬ 
temporary writers failed io men¬ 
tion any gardens, hi accounls at¬ 
tributed to Nebuchadnezzar, die 
king listed all his achievements 
but made no mention of gardens. 

On the other hand, the flrst- 
ccntury BC Grcco-Sicilian histo¬ 
rian, Diodorus Siculus, is quoted 
ns saying the Hanging Gardens 
were built in Babylon oy an As¬ 
syrian king who conquered die 
city. Hie firsi-century AD Ro¬ 
man historian Quintus Cunius 
Rufus also attributed the con¬ 
struction of the Hanging Gardens 
to an Assyrian king. 

All this contrasts with the ac¬ 
count of Slarbo, the firsl-ccnnuy 
BC Greek geographer, who de¬ 
scribed the gardens in terms 
identical to those used by Sen¬ 
nacherib to record his own gar¬ 
dens ul Nineveh, mid also de¬ 
scribed a screw system for 
raising water. Judging by the 
amount of gossip and hearsay 
that still mimages to make its 
way into Tactual accounts', the 
confusion over the I hinging Gar¬ 
dens, of Babylon, Nineveh or 
wherever, is hardly surprising^ 

Deniz Arsnlnn Is n writer and 
researcher based In Istanbul 
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.Extend their best wishes to 

: His Majesty King Hussein 

on His birthday 

The management and staff of 
Munir Sukhtian Group 
n MunirSukhtian Co. Ltd 

■ UnltedPharmaceuticals Manufacturing CoMd. 
Jordan Green Houses Manufacturing Co, Ltd- 
Household[ and Toiletries Manufacturing Co. Ud- 
Arabian Office Automation (XEROX) ; 

; :.:. ijtyyf beh Agricultural Co. Ltd. • 
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1; Flower bourse ■/. 
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Programs on 
Jordan 
Television 
from 
14 — 20 
November 


ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

8:30 — America's Funniest 
Home Videos 
9:00 — Perspective 
9:30 — Suturday Variety Show 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film, ’How 
To Murder Your Wife'. Star¬ 
ring Jack Lenunon, Verna Lisa. 
A comedy about n confirmed 
bachelor and a lady who tricks 
him into marriage. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 — Family Matters 
9:10 — Documentary 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Law nnd Order 

‘ MONDAY 

8:30 — Sibs 

9:10 — A Fine Uomunce 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Touch and Die. A 
powerful drama about a journalist 
who uncovers n worldwide nucle¬ 
ar cartel. 

TUESDAY 

8:30—The Golden Girls 
9:30 — Mulgrct 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — When the Lion Roars 

WEDNESDAY 

8:30—Snvecl Ry The Bell 
9:00 —Spot Light 
9:10 —Cluedo 
10:00 — News In English 
10:20 — The Cowrn Breakout 


The Cowra Breakout, Wednesday at 10:20 


YTHURSDAY 

8:30 — Uncle Ruck 
9:10— Civil Wars 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Movie of the Week, 
'Murltin Rose White'. Stoning 
Nancy Cartwright. The true story 
about a wonmii who is wrongly 
admitted to an instiluiion for the 
handicapped. In the institution 
she shows a rcmnrkahlc gift for 
helping others, which finally be¬ 
comes her life-time career. 

FRIDAY 

8:30 — Too Close for Comfort 
9:10 — Nonnl and Manni 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — The Antagonists 
11:10 — Mr Bean 


Pop Singles Top Video Rentals 


1 1. End of the Rood, Boyi II 
, Men, Motown 
2, I'd Die Without You, PM 
Down, Arista 

. 3, Sometimes Love Just Ain't 
Enough, Patty Smyth, MCA 
Erotica, Madonna, Warner 
Bros. 

; 5, She's • r . . . 

.laying y A, ^35 
■Hard To ^ 

• Five, RCA \ 

] People Q? 

i -Oeveiopm w^tvM 

] [W, Chrysalis : 
i. 7 - F fee Your Mind, En Vogue, 

\ *'■ ■tyinp Around, House of Pain , 
j Tommy Boy .- 
i flw^ MCA 

i i:??Ehyihm is s\ Dancer f Snap. 

■ .^fistk'f:r i'. 

- How do you Talk io an An- 

>! ■ -v -j?? Capitol 


1. Final Analysis, Richard Gere, 
Kim Basinger, Warner Home 
Video 

2. Fried Green Tomatoes, Kathy 
Dates, Jessica Tandy, MCA/ 
Universal Home Video. 

Video 

3. White Men Can’t Jump, 
Woody llarrelson. Wesley 
Snipes, FoxVidco 

4. Beethoven, Charles Grodin, 
Donnie Hunt. MCA/Universal 
Home Video 

5. Medicine Man, Sean Con¬ 
nery. Lorraine Dracco. Holly¬ 
wood Home Vide 

6. White Sands, Willem Defoe, 
Mickey Rourke, Warner Home 
Video 

7. • The Lawnmower Man, 
Pierce Brosnan, Jeff Fahey, Co- 
luritbia Tristar Home Video ■ 

8. The Prince Tides, Barbra 
Streisand, Nick Nolle, Columbia 
TriStar Home Video. 

9. My Cousin Vinny,^ Joe Pescl,. 
Marlsa Tomet, Fox Video . 
ID. The Hand that Rocks the 

: Cradle, Anabeila Sciorra. Rebec¬ 
ca DeMornay, Warner Home 


HOROSCOPE 


☆ 



FRENCH PROGRAM 

SAMEDI 

6:10 — Lcs Aventures du Bos- 
co 

6:30 — Envoy£ Special 
7:00 — News in French 
7:15 —Fenfitre Sur 

DIMANCHE 

5:30 — R fives D’Enfants 
5:37 — Ln Site de Xapalan 
7:00—News In French 
7:15—Vous Avez DIt Pelnlurc 

LUNDI 

6:00 —PIf ct Hcrcule 
6:10 — Lcs Chevaliers du Clel 
7:00 — News In French 
7:15—Magazine Sportif 

MARDI 

6:06 — Michel Vaillant 
6:30—La Famine Ramdan 
7:00 — News In French 
7 : 15 _Obsidlenne 

MERCREDI 

6;00 — Des Trains pas comme 
les autres 

7:0Q—News in French 
7:1S— Varieties 

JEUDI 

5:30 — Au Plalslr de Dieu 
7:00 — News in French 
7,15 — Les Images de 
L'HtstoIre 

VENDREDI • 

5:30 — Billy 

7:00 — News in French 

7:15 — Varieties 


| To advertise in 
The Star call 
648-298 


Weekly Tip: Stay busy, do all your work during the week and you'll 
be able to relax later I 

ARIES (21 March-19 April): If you're on a team, you’ll win most 
during the first part of the week. 

TAURUS (20 April-20 May): You may feel like half your brain is 
missing. Do the easy stuff, you'll kick into gear laLcr. 

GEMINI (21 May-20 June): All this week, you'll be likely than usual 
to get into trouble for asking questions. 

CANCER ( 21 June-^2 July): You should be feeling pretty aggres¬ 
sive this week, which is good. Watch out for pitfalls. 

LEO (23 July-22 August): You'll feel energetic, but you may not be 
able to get much done. Some sort of a disagreement at home, or with a 
friend, may leave you angry. 

VIRGO (23 August- 22 October): You should be in pretty good 
shape all week long. However, you'll be under pressure. 

LIBRA (23 September- 22 October): Go to club meetings, especially 
if you don't have a true love yet. You'll find at least one. 

SCORPIO (23 October- 21 November): Expect trouble from a per¬ 
son in a position or authority. He or she will appear to enjoy ordering 
you around. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November- 21 December): Travel related to 
sports would be excellent. The bad news is that you may have to attend 
to your job. 

CAPRICORN (22 Deccmber-19 January): You!I be lucky in love 
all this week. Don't spend other people's money on anything but neces¬ 
sities. 

AQUARIUS (20 Jnnuary-18 February): You could experience in¬ 
tense frustration the first of this week. Be pnlicnl. 

PISCES (19 February- 20 March): The first of this week, it might 
seem like the boss has it in for you. He or she may only be on an ego 
(rip. 


Dining 

Out 




The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room... I 


n.vnm:ij 

iU3<|l|Ia 


Amman-Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 





Ihe ‘Tozuer 

Restaurant 


• UbMMa Hera D’oewvee 

• Oriental Online 

• European Spedalltlei 

- Sieak 7anor 

- Pepper Steak 

■ -RlttMiflwn . 

-Fonhi 

- DlMan -CnppM Au Ml* , 

Tower Bldg. 23rd Floor 
. .. For Reservation Tel;634034/6 


For A Superb Me$l 
Think of 

( Amigo NabMl) 

Oriental Appetizers Be 
, European Food . 
Located in a quiet 

1st cifcle, Jebel : 
\ Aniimah'V'’ • 

Tel: 638031 & 622617 



, The first I bast 
Chlnwe Restaurant 
in Jordan 

IstCtrcfe. Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahkyyahfiirts School 


Open daily 12.-00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midn(ght 


The first fuiute cuisine . 

' menu designed for those 
who love fine food. 11 mir¬ 
rors our.special styles and 
' r '. ' taste levels. 

■ Warm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel 

for your reservations call, 
• 'i 639197 '■ ■■■ 
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Section frangaise du Star -%-f|— 

Voyage officiel 

Francois Mitterrand 
porteur de nouvelles idees 

Le President franfais, lors de sa visite en Jordanie les 27 et 28 novembre, affirmera sa 
difference. II doit contribuer & une relance du processus de paix 



"LE PRESIDENT Mitterrand dv- 
oqucra certaincment I'dtat dc la 
ndgocialion prdscntc ct ce que 
Ton pcut faire dans ce cadre" af- 
firme un officiel frangais. C'cst 
clair: !c voyage dc Francois Mit¬ 
terrand cn Jordanie, les 27 ct 28 
novembre, qui fera suite 4 unc 
dtape Israel ienne, nc sera pas 
purement protocolairc. Lors dc sa 
visite, la deuxi&mc cn Jordanie 
depuis son arrivde au pouvoir en 
mai 1981, Francois Mitterrand 
rappeicra les grands principcs dc 
la position franchise sur lc pro¬ 
cessus dc paix. 

D'abord, il ne pout y avoir de 
solution sons I'application de la • 
loi internationale el done dc la 
rd solution 242 dcs Nations Unics. 
Pas de progrds possible sans 
I'auio-ddlcrminalion du peuple 
paleslinien, Ensuile, unc solution 
ne peui-fitre quo "globtflc", clle • 
ne doit pas rfisuller d'accords bi- 
latdraux. "Nous pensons que dans 
lc cadre du processus dc paix ac¬ 
tual, il y a place pour ces prin¬ 
cipcs et I'appllcalion dc ccs prin¬ 
cipcs" affirmc un officiel 
frangais. 

Difference 

A travers cc voyage, la France 
emend affirmer sa difference, se 
ddmarquer du principal porrain ■ 
do la Conference de paix. "Nous 
n'avons pas 1'ambition de rem- 
pjacer les USA dans ce proces¬ 
sus" conflc un officiel franfais. 
"Nous n'avons pas.llntenlion de 
les concurrtnccr" 1 qjOutc-l-il. 
Pburtantj lc president Mitterrand . 
ti'hdsilcra pas ttrenbuyoler la dbr 
piande frangaise cn vue d’obtcrtlr 
un rfllq plus Important des Na-; 
lions Unics ’ dans ces nfigocia- 
liotis. Deuxiimc {Hvcrgchco: la 
France et l’EUropo.; yculent que: 
j'OLP .soil rcconriue cn lant 
qu'organlsalion rcpr^scritativc dcs 
Palestinians. Une perspective qui 
n'a pas encore ■ \ rccucilll. 
d^pprobationdcs amfiricalns, cgs. 
demierii n'cnlrcienhn l tpujours; 
pas dc relations officiel les avec la 
ccntrale. "Nous essayons dp-con-, 
valncroiles .USA et le gouvcnic-.. 
merit i^fadlicn dp diflpgueY aveo| 
j'OLP, pc qui me semble de plus 



, Francois Mitterrand 

en plus dvidem" dit un officiel rtifimo litre que les co-parrains" 
frangais. aTfirmc un olticicl frangais. 

1 Dcpuls la Conference dc Ma- L’inccrlitude plane encore sur la 
drid, lc comexte a compl&lemcnt nouveltc administration amdri- 

"Nous n 'avons pas 1'ambition de 
remplacer les USA dans ce pro¬ 
cessus" confie un officiel 
frangais. "Nous n'avons pas 
\ Tintention de les concurrence^'. 


changd. Lp;gouvcmcmcnl Shamir 
qui rcfusalt ,■ catdgbriquemcni 
to.ute* implication. de 1'Europe, a 
laissd la place ,a l r dquipe : Rabin. 

• L?. noyycqu gouyemement ac¬ 
cept© noire participation , au. 




.caine, ct;sur sa polilique. au 
PrOchc-Orient, !. Yasser, Arafat a 
slmplcmem appeld Bill Clinton a 
suivre la ligitc Bush. "U n'y aura 
/ cdrtaincrrieht pits denduvellc po¬ 
sition .ariidricalne formulae avant 

i i-. 


mai 1993, il me scmble impensa- 
blc que lors de ccs cinq mois, il 
nc sc passe rien sur le processus 
dc paix" affirme un officiel 
frangais. Ce qui laissc la place & 
un r61e:"plus aclif dc 1 Europe ct 
dc la France". 

C'cst la dcuxi&mc visile dc 
Frangois Mitterrand en Jordanie 
depuis son arrivde au pouvoir. 
"Ccci itioni teste 1c caracldre trds 
special ct trds dlroit des relations 
enu-e la France cl la Jordanie” sci¬ 
on un orficiel frangais. La Jorda¬ 
nie a un rfile esscntiel 4 joucr 
dans le processus de paix. 
Frangais Mitterrand cn csl con- 
vaincu_"Elle a un rftle central dc 
par la Ibngucur de scs frontifcrcs 
avee Israel... D'aulre part, ellc a 
accucilli une population d'origimj 
'palcsliriicnne importante". confic 
un officiel frangais. 

Cette-visile prdslrionliclie dev- 
rait dgalemeni dormer un nouvel 
dian aux relations bilaldrales en- 
tre les ideux pays. A cctte occa¬ 
sion, uri nouvel accord d'aide en- 
tre la Ranee et la Jordanie sera 
onnoned. II s'agil d'un prfit dc 80 
millions de Francs sur 20 ans 4 
1% d'inldrfiis avec 10 aris de 
grilce. Celul-ci doit dire consacrS 
au scctcur dcs tdldcommunica- 
lions. "Outre notre part 4 1'aidc dc 
la CEE 4 la Jordanie, dont nous 
finangons le quart, la France ap- 
porte cheque annde, depuis 4 aos, 
unc aide bilatdrald dc l'ordrc de 
20 millions de dollars" affirmc un 
officiel frangais. 

Par ail lours, un accord dc coop¬ 
eration sera, signd dans le do- 
majne de la radio. Radio Jordanie 
devrait accueiliir dans les se- 
maincs qui viennent dcs pro¬ 
grammes cn larigue frangaise, 
Autrcs prioritds: Tarchdologic, la 
mddccine, l'dducation... Le .Presi¬ 
dent. Mitterrand' doit roster 24 
hcurcs dans la'capitate jorda-' 
nienne. Son arrivde est pnSvuc le 
27 dans l'aprfts-midi. Il devrait re- 
partlr pour la France le 28 en fin 
de matindo, suite & une; confer¬ 
ence dc prcssc.commune avec le 
roi.Hussein. L'occasion pour an- • 
nonccr dc nouvelles iddes fVanco- 
jordahiennes. ■ ’ 

.. Francisjviazoycr 


Telex... 

Jordanie 


VERDICT - 20 anndes de 
prison avec travaux for- 
cds! Tel est le verdict de la 
Court & l'cncontre des 
ddputds islamistes Laith 
Shbeilat ct Yacoub Qar- 
rash pour appurtenance & 
un groupe iildgal armd. Ce 
dernier, Shahab AI Nafcer 
At Islam], qui possddait 
une impressionnantc cache 
d'arnies, complotait cn vue 
dc renverser le rdgime. 
Deux conimergants, mem- 
bres de l'organisation ont 
dtd condamnds tous deux b 
10 Annies de prison avec 
travaux foreds. 

REFUG IES - "La ddldga- 
tion isrodlienne va tenter 
d'lmposcr scs vues aux Pa- 
lestinlcns" a affirmd Jaw- 
ad AI Anani, chef de la ddl- 
dgation jordanienne avant 
de se rend re aux pourparl¬ 
ers inullilatdraux sur les 
rdfuglds k Ottawa. Sur 
cctte question, la ddldga- 
tion jordanienne cnlend 
insister sur son attache- 
ment h Implication de la 
rdsolution 194 de 
I'Asscmblde gdndrale des 
N.U. Celle-ci prdvoit le 
droit au retour ou h des 
compensations. ■ 


A VOIR... 


Semaine 
Frangaise au 
Marriott 

CONCERTS - Deux con¬ 
certs cxccptionncls dc jazz 
seronl donnds b I'hOtcl Mar¬ 
riott par le Quartet Christian 
Escoudd, Diner concert le 18 
novembre 4 20h00. Concert 
le 19 novembre au Night- 
Club dc I'hOtcl, 

LIVRES - Exposition-vcntc 
du 19 au 23 novembre 6 
I'hOtcl Marriott avec les dcr- 
niftres panillons des plus 
grandcs maisons d'ddition 
frangpise pour enfants. Un 
cycle de confdrcnccs sera 
donnd au Qenlrc cullurel 
francais les 19, 21 et 22 nO- 
vembre 4 181)00 par les dcri- 
valnsCtdditcurs.; 




UNRWA 


L'Agence des 
Palestiniens 

Depuis 1950, l'UNRWA est au chevet des rdfugids palestiniens pr6sents dans tout le 
Proche-Orient. Gros-plan sur son experience en Jordanie 


L'HlSTOrRE DE Matar Saqcr, 
rcsponsable de l'informaiion 4 
l'UNRWA, est 4 1'image dc milli- 
ers d'autres: parcours 4 la fois ba¬ 
nal et excmplaire d'un rdfugid 
palestinien dc Jordanie. Issu 
d'une famille dc Lod, il est nd 
dans le camp de Jabol Hussein, 
I'un des quatre plus ancicns de 
Jordanie. 

Matar, atnd dc la famille, a dc- 
vant lui unc vie toutc traede: 
dtudes dons les dcolcs de 
l'UNRWA puis 4 1’univcrsitd, 
travail dans lc Oolfc pour soutc- 
nir financidrcmcnt sa famille. 
Puis, aprds quclqucs anndcs, re- 
tour cn Jordnnic ct maringc. Un 
rclour au "pays”, mais aussi 4 
l'UNRWA ofi il trnvaillc depuis 
1985. 

Prcmifcrcs urgcnccs 

Malar Saqcr, comme dcs milli- 
ers d'autres Jordanians d'originc 
p&lcstinicnnc, doit bcuucoup 4 
l'UNRWA. Cette agcncc dcs Na¬ 
tions Unics, consncrdc unique- 
ment aux Palestiniens, a dtd fon- 
ddo suite 4 la erdation dc I'Etot 
d'lsradl ct 4 la premlfcre guerre Is- 
rddlo-arnbe cn 1948. 

Objcctif: faire face 4 unc situa¬ 
tion dc criso. Prds dc 900.000 Pa¬ 
lestinians sc retrouvent sur les 
routes ct sc rdfugient au Liban. 
cn Syric, 4 Gaza, cn ligypto et 
surtoul cn Clsjordanlc (qui devi- 
endra peu aprfcs jordanienne). 
Partis dans I'urgcncc oi sons rien 
emportcr, ccs personnes ont un 
besoin urgent d'aide. 

En ddeembre 1949, il foul sc 
;rendre 4 l'dvidencc: rdsoudre lc 
probldme palestinien prendra du 
temps, L'Asscmbldc gdndrale dcs 
Nations Unics ddeide' done dc 
.erder "IXJnlted Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East". 
L'UNRWA so met au travail dfcs 
lc mois de mai suivont. 




I 


U.N.RW-^ 



Priority d Education 

nouvel cxodc. Environ 145.000 
rdfugids cl 240.000 personnes 
ddplacdes se sont rendus en Jor¬ 
danie en l’cspace de quelques 
jours (NDLR: les Palcsdniens 
originates de la Cisjordanle dev- 
enue jordanienne, rapatrids 4 I'est 
du Jourdain sont appelds "per- 


L'action de l'UNRWA est par sonnes ddplacdes"; selon la ddfi- 
ddfinltion temporaire. La rdsolu- niu'on adoptde par les Natiom 


■tion 194 dcs Nations Unics prdv- Unles, on ne pcul Sire rdfugid 
°lti au choix, le droit au rclour ou dans son propre pays). 

$ des compensations. L'UNRWA .. . . 

doit slmplcmem gdrer unia situs- Solf d dducation 

.lion de wise cn attendant la nor¬ 
malisation. Ses prdoccupalions Le sednario el les personnages 

premieres? Rdpondre aux besoins du drame sont connus. 
des: populations rdfugides en L'UNRWA n'a plus qu4 repren- 
^omriture, en spins mddicaux et dre son opdration "premier se¬ 
en logemem. . court". Cette nouvelle vague de 

. n Au ddbut, explique Malar Soq- population enlrafncra la erdation 
Cr, chaque famille s'est vu aitri- de six autrcs camps situds essen- 


....... ii> 


terres et aux maisons, ne pcut 
dtre oqcupd", s'exclame Malar 
Sdqcr. L'UNRWA applique 4 la 
lellre cettc maxlme, reflet d'une 
vdri table soif d'dducation. Au- 
jourdhui, 1'dducaiion mobilise 
plus de deux tiers du budget de. 
l'UNRWA, finanede en majoritd 
par (Europe et les USA. 

En Jordanie, deux cents dcoles 
se relalgnt daruj des locaux rdd- 
uhs. L*une fail ja classe le matin, 
1'flulre I'aprfes midi. Les dcoles de 
l'UNRWA coinptent aujourdhui 
152.000 dlbves (filles et gargons). 
Ce nombre n'dtait que de 133.000 
il y a deux ans. Le rclour massif 
des Palestiniens du Qolfe & en. 


professions paramddicales. 

Dcs bourses sont accorddcs aux 
dtudiants les plus mdritants ct 
leur pcrmcttcnl dc s'inscrire 4 
lUnivcrsild de Jordanie. "Chez 
les Palestiniens, l'dducalion csl 
un vdritablo investissement pour 
lc fulur”, explique Matar Saqcr. 

Dcs programmes spdeiaux des¬ 
tines aux femmes ont dtd mis en 
place: broderie, couture, daciy- 
lographie et, rdcemmenl, initia¬ 
tion au droit. Le but de ces aclivi- 
tds: rendre les femmes moins 
ddpendantes ct les impliquer dans 
la vie socio-dconomiquc. 

Sanld et socidtd 

L'UNRWA se prdoccupe dgalc- 
ment du scctcur de la santd. C'pst 
sa deuxidme prior ltd. L'accent est 
mfs sur la prevention. Vaccins, 
dducadon sanitaire, consultation 
pour les femmes avant et aprds la 
naissonce de leurs enfants... Au- 
tant dc services gratuits et dis- 
poniblcs dans les vingt-et-un cen¬ 
tres dc santd prdsents dans tous 
les camps. Des mddecins spdeia- 
lislcs excrcent 4 mi-temps dans 
ccs dtabfisscmenls. 

' En cos d'hospitalisation, une 
prise en charge partlelle des frals 
pcul filre.assuide par l'UNRWA. 
,Un million cl demi de visiles 
dans les centres mddicaux de 
l'Agence sont onregistrdes an¬ 
nuel lement, Le rclour dcs Pales¬ 
tinians du Golfe a provoqud unc 
augmentation de 10 4 20% dc 
leur nombre. 

Les aides de sccours ne reprd- 
sentent plus, en Jordanie, que 
10% du budget de l'UNRWA. 
Des- erddits _ avec. des taux 
d'lmdrSls moyens sont accordds 
sur demande el aprfes dlude atten¬ 
tive des dossiers. Jusqu'en 1982, 
tons les rdfugids recevaient de la . 
nourrlture. Jusqu'en 1986, des llv- 
rcs el dcs foumltures scolalres.. 

, Aujourdhul, seuls leS plus ddf- 
avorlsds bdndficient de cette aide 
spdeiale qui couvre' tous les be¬ 
soins!! II exlste 30.000 cas indi- 
viduels: des veuves, des orphe-. 
ibis ou des homines trpp, flgds 
pour pouvoir travailler et soutenir 
flnancidrement leur famille. 

: L'UNRWA a dtd rdcemmenl in- 


partie oontribud 4 cette haiisse. • y\\fo. 4 ‘particlper.aux pourparlers 

.! A&nanA • Clirlmil ■ rffi. _<_ ./A.nU. 


. |>wr une tenie. Puls, conime la 
situation 1 semblait devoir dmer, 
on a constmii des petils bloc* qui 
joritaient une famille end&re". 
, circDn stances om imposd 

iQuatre prqjijerj dc rdfu* 

IJordanie. • 

^ *'***? de 1967 et 
| {JPjWiioii, par Israel des terri- 
!.'^5, arabes ont provoqud un 


dellemcm dans le nord du pays- 
L'UNRWA doit faire face 4 One 
situation critique. 

’ Grdce au travail de l'UNRWA, 
la situation des rdfugles 
S'amdliore peu. & peu.:Au ddbut 
dcs anndes soixante, les popula- 
tion* dds camps expriment de 
nouveaux besoins. 

• "Lc savoir, ccmtrairemeni aux 


Celle-ci ddpend surtout de 
l'allongcment d'un an de la sco- 
laritd dans les dcoles de 
l'UNRWA, passant de neuf ans 4 
dix aiis. 

Deux centres d'ensefgnemcnt 
professional relfeveni de 
JXJNRWA. Celui de Wadi Sjr a 
une vocation ptanuelle et tech¬ 
nique: Le-centre d'Amman se 
ednsacre 4 la fdmialitjn do. pro- 
fesseurs,, aux mdliers du com¬ 
merce, 4 .-l'administration et aux 


mullilatdraux sur les rdfbgids. 
Nul dpule que ses reprdsenlanu 
fcrbht entendre leura volxJ Matar 
Saqer veut espdrer: "L'UNRWA 
a une fonciiop symbolique itnpor- 
lame. Tam qufe l'Agence existe, 
ccla prouve que le* Palestiniens 
lie sont pas. oublids. Mais vive- 
ment que nous fermions bou- 
; tiqiic!" • - i 

' • .- , . I 1 . . ' ' 

■ , MiehMe Rieux. 


L'appel 

LA DEUXIEME partie 
du 74me round des ndao- 
cintions de paLx israelo- 
arabes a repris dans un 
dimat pour le moins in¬ 
certain. La future admin¬ 
istration Clinton semble 
vouloir pencher du cdtd 
isradlien alors que BUI 
n'a pas encore recu la ctd 
de la Maison blanche. 
Wise au point: afficber 
une sympathle de In part 
de l'unc ou Tout re admin¬ 
istration amdricaine en- 
vers tel protagonists est 
aussi redou table, aux 
yeux <k la Idgitimltd in- 
ternntiounle que garder. 
le silence face 4 certaines 
"erreurs". 

Le crl lancd par les ddt- 
enus du camp 
d'incarcdration d'Ansar 
ITT devrait trouver un 
dcho dgal 4 la dimension 
du calvaire. Les prison- 
niers palestiniens crou- 
pissant dans le dfaert is- 
radlien, subissent depuis. 
des anndes, les sdvlces les 
plus atroces. 

La Croix rouge, alnsi 
que les Organisations hu- 
manitaires Internation¬ 
ales, devraient rdpondre 
sans larder 4 l'appel et 
intervenir auprds des au- 
toritds isradliennes. No- 
tamment aupris du min- 
istdre de la Ddfcnse, 
par rain de ces trlstement 
edidbres camps. 

Si la demande en fa- 
veur de la ddmolltion des 
camps reste sans rdponse 
israelienne, 11 sera plus 
qu'urgent de s'efforcer 
d'amdliorer les conditions 
de vie des milliers de 
prison niers palestiniens. 
La Ictfre envoyde par les 
ddtenus d'Ansar III de¬ 
puis le milieu du ddsert 
du Ndguev, n’exprinie 
qu'une seule revendica- 
tion: un traitement dgal 4 
celui dont bdndficlent 
d'autres ddtenus dans le 
systdme carcdrnl isradll- 
en. 

Qu'Isradl se vante 
d'dtre l'oasis ddmocra- 
tique dans le ddsert moy- 
envorlental, - e'est . son 
droit le plus strict, Mais 
lea soiiffrances endurdes 
par les taulards palestini¬ 
ens auront aussi le droit 
de faire voler ce mythe en 
dclats, A moins d’une in¬ 
tervention rapide en fa- 
veur d'Ansar HI, le re* 
cours 4 la grfeve de la 
faim. sera Pultime Issue, 
Les agissements humili- 
ants quotidiens dolvent 
cesser. Obliger les ddte- 
.nus ft tourner le dos aux 
gedllers qui les comptent 
un par un, est une pra¬ 
tique qui dvoque les 
■heures noires du peuple 
juir,. 1 . 

Sdparer. les ddtenus de 
Qazd et de Cisjordanle, a 
manque de solos mddU 
gaux et ies mesures puni- 
tives gdndrales sont des 
faits' rdprdhensibles |i 
I'dchelie Internationale 
Les ddmocrates amdfL 
coins, plqnniers des 
Droits de I'homme, rdagf- 
ront-ils 4 l'appel venu dw 
Ndguev? •• 
















































14 THE STAR 


Would You 
Believe. 

The African and Asian 
snnkehcad fish wriggles 
over lhe ground going 
from pond to pond. 

* * m 

The average major- 
league baseball salary in 
1992 is more than $L mil¬ 
lion a year. 

♦ • * 

Isaac Asimov, who died 
recently, wrote one! pub¬ 
lished 477 books over his 
extremely productive life¬ 
time. 

* * » 

An inventor at Mazda 
has made a 50-pound car 
that can fit into n suit¬ 
case. The vehicle, which 
can be pul together in 
seconds and travel 12 
miles on a tank of gus, is 
not for sale. 

* * * 

The world's population 
doubled from 2 billion to 
4 billion between the 
years 1930 and 1975. 

• * * 

There are nearly 3.6 
million people employed 
by the U.S. government 
at home and overseas. 


★ CROSSWORD PUZZLE ★ 


ACROSS 

40 

Caesar's 

2 

Land of 

32 

Former 

1 

Military 


■■I came" 


Incas 


Russian 


addresses 

41 

Final test 

3 

Remarkable 


bigwig 

b 

Hew settle¬ 


of endurance 


person 

34 

Part of a 


ment 

43 

Hazard 

4 

Trite 


iremhi 

9 

Russian 

44 

Vigorous 

5 

Military 


train 


news agency 


bout 


hero 

36 

Like cer¬ 

13 

Price ol 

45 

Scream 

6 

Baseball 


tain let¬ 


occupancy 

47 

Dynamite 


family name 


ters 

14 

Pigment 

48 

Northern 

7 

Paragon 

37 

Mud 

15 

Give voice 


European 

8 

Before. 

39 

Desist 


to 

50 

Cars of Old 


pref. 

42 

Remain 

16 

Level piece 

52 

Monastery 

9 

Not fully 

43 

Fall, as 


ot ground 

55 

Party ot a 


viofked out 


into water 

17 

Positive 


kind 

to 

Oriental 

46 Suggestive 


terminal 

60 

Not of the 


nurse 


looks 

te 

Zola novel 


ciergv 

11 

Trig func 

49 

Boxer 

19 

Earthy en- 

6l 

Panateia. 


lion 


Camera 


lenawmenl 


lor one 

12 

Luminary 

5i 

Cram 


DiMerenl 

62 

Ravel 

14 

Social 

52 

Too bad! 

22 

Words Dy 

63 

Alan 0; 


division 

53 

Bundle 


Caesar 


Robert 

20 

Lab burner 

54 

Wa»t awhile 

23 

Bean 

64 

Gatner 

21 

Leave out 

56 

Mild oatti 

25 

Make lace 

65 

■ — Here to 

24 

Common 

57 

Japanese 

28 

Lack 


Eternity' 


Russian 


case 

30 

Necessary 

66 

Propnet 


name 

58 Fragrance 

33 

Betel palm 

67 

Fashion 

25 

Lanky 

59 

Ala9kan 

35 

Km 

68 

Front 

26 

Met songs 


city 

38 

Money lor 



27 

Succinct 

61 

Rotating 


Mauo 


DOWN 

29 

Slacken 


piece 

39 

Wise law¬ 

1 

Bedouin 

31 

Ward off 




giver 
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JORDAN BRIDGE 

'y Ghassan Gbanetn 


Freakish hand 

WE ALWAYS use the world "Freakish" to de¬ 
scribe a hand that is highly distributional but I 
never realized that the only meaning for this word 
(regarding bridge) was mlsiakingly takon for- a 
. weak hand ..until I started to discuss some ire fit- 
rhents o[ freakish hands with some good players, \ 
Freakish hands become more interesting .In 
• teams. because they arc more swinging arid pro- 
wduce unusual results, take for an example a hand 
that camq .up duripg last week’s team competition 
■ at the Jordan BHcjge Association. ■ 

;:Vol.: None 
..'•Dealer: South 

*''■* • * QJ95S v- • 

’■ .? KQ[6 V '.-..i 


•-*-A. 

4; . ... 

♦ K 10 8 7-4 . .. 
*. KJ7432 : . 


South . West 
24.. ■ Pass 

3V ■ ; ! -5*'' 

; Pas* , " Pas* 


* 3 . •: 

w- r •* A 103 2 
2 -v "S-?. >a 9^53. 

-T*TOS!sj*sJI . ■*' 

♦ Kldi76'4':^:'v- ?■;. 

•. '••’.¥ J'987S 

.. jX 

v- v .>■* 

. West ■ i Norlhj • East . 

• -Pass: 2N • ■ .34: V 

'• -5+'' ' 64 . double 


Sitting South T opened 2* a "Tartan" opening that 
shows a minimum of five cards of spades anti an¬ 
other five cordcf of some unknown suit, an open¬ 
ing bid I always admired. . . 

My partner responded with a 2N relay looking 
■For my other suit which 1 showed unaffected by 
, East intervention. 

•West thon started loving.his hrujd and jumped 
to. 54 an underbid whpn related to the freakish- 
hands scale. 

My paitncr.- made an efficient sacrificial pre¬ 
empt to 64 and East doubted to end the auction, 

The rcsiill? One down,and 100 fOrE-Wc in* 
stead of the cold 74 contract which scores 1440, 

: What went wrong? 

- West's first-Pass:. ■ . ; < > ■ 

After South.opening West shquld have coipe 
into the bidding directly, hik hand-is suitable Wa 
, directintervention, in. lerhis of distribution.* T- 

. r In tcntis you should; give partner infom\aliph 
fiboul your hand as edriy as possible . 

.-■y West's54 bid:. 1 

Thiels, art underbid, West stipuld have bid 64 * 
with ftr$t of second round control fo'dfiMe'i&lv 
arid 4 SUpOrtfit.' ■ 'V ■ t,.: ■..•, y-: 

: 'l East's .Double:,; .' . r .: • 

, ,Thisr;yfOs tho; last nail, doubling thc/e ended liic 

aiictipn:dbprjving hi.s side Troni the chance of an 
- • insurance bid," A krtown suategy id teariis which 


■''.'64 
- v Pass 


■ .'^spres your side IP (osc a siriait swing Instead oF 
4'ww possibility to lose fi big swing that wopld; 

■ On the other table bilr team-male plqycd in 3N- 
. ,artd: doubled a gpbd .score that would have' been a 
.. Jf obf;.opponents nap bid-the grand-slam 

, and we^V^urel’bybidding tb 74: ■ ■}.) 




Diplomatic Corps 


Algcnnn . 

Austrian Embassy.644635 

Rahrain. 664148 

Belgian.675683 

Bulgarian..818151 

Canadian.'666124 

Chilean. 661336 

Cyprus Honorary Cons. 677559 

Czechoslovakian . 665105 

Danish Consulate Gen.622324 

Finnish Cnnsulutc.623443 

French ..641273/4 

German'.689351 

Greek.672331 

Hungarian...816614 

Indian...637262 

639331 
638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland., 630878 

Japanese .....6 72486/7 

Yugoslavian.665107 

Kuwaiti.675135/8 

Libyan....666118 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan.641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

Indonesian.. 828911 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Consulate. 637164 

Pakistani.622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Philtipincs. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari...644331/2 

Romanian .667738 

Saudi Arabian.. 814154 

South Korean.660745/6 

Spanish .622140 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

.669177/9 

Swiss.686416/7 

Syrian —. 6*11076 

Tunisian.674307/8 

Turkish .Ml251 

United Arnh Emirates. 644369 

United Kingdom.8231IK5 

United Suites of America. 822471 

USSR.641158 

Yemen. 642381 

allegation of the EEC.(.68191 

UNDP.66K171/7 

UNRWA.669194/K 

(Taiwan) .671530 

UNICEFmini ■•••«•■• 629571 

Con, of Sri Lanka.615312 

Conof Iceland.698851 


Diary 



, W Airlines.,6373hC/6n7028 
kan Airlines. 665909 


V'v;.".-641430/653447 

grdmlan.;..,... 678321 

Hcigum Airlines.. 675881 
. 639333 
^Wln.Airlinef 604649 
AuBnea.......... 676177 

A^(«&)659791 /641906 
......690501 

RrijS&r-f.. 622147 

JK5 6Dianlan -.637380 

.604649 

— 623430, 
S a A S s » •-.-... ...659102; 

628173 

^A«rhim......— 604911 


Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
Amcricnn Centre Library. 641520 

British Council. 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute.. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Culture! Centre .. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Hayn Ans Centre. 665195 

Hussein Youth City....... 667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library. 63711 1 

Univ. of Jordan Library.... 834555 


■ Mil 




Concord... 677420 

Rainbow. *25155 

Plaza. b 741tl 

Philadelphia. 634144 

Nijoum. 675571 

Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City. 667181 

Orthodox Club. 8KM91 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club. 736572 

Royal Chess Club. 673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Assoc.676990 




Import An i-NyMhef&t 


Emergencies 

Amman Govcmorate..91228 

Amman Civil Defence... 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid.271292 

Civil Defence Dept.661111 

Ambulance.193.77511 1 

Amman fire bridgadc.198 

First aid. 630341 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Civil Defence rcsucc.630341 

Police rescue. 621 111, 637777 

Police headquarters. 639141 

Traffic police. 896390 

Electric Power Co.636381/4 

Water complaints. 897467 

Queen Alin Airport..... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.(08)53200 


?hakhshir. 


Al-Jabnl . 

.606669 

Kada . 

.665161/665153 

Al-Labadi . 

.813554 


.639197/8 

Ncbo... 

. 816792 

Petra. 

. 605501 

Rabbit Amman.... 

. 672424 


. 639861 

Al-Samcr. 

.7717071 

Snlcliic. 

.625767/621471 

Star. 

. 604904 

Tigar. 

. 671931 

Trust... 

. 673312 

Al-Wuhi . 

. 674105 

A hit Deg-ic. 

.644642/6-14906 

Arum Jiinv (Avis).670498 

Amman. 


Arabia .1 . 

.641350 

Avis-Jarrar.08/51000 

Budget .. 


Dc'ns. 


Diram . 



.601350/80 

General Services , 


Gulf.. 

. 660902 



Amman 
Crown. 

... .758181 

Philadelphia. 

. 663100 


660101) 

Regency . 


Jerusalem . 

InterContinental. 

.665094 

. 641361 


. 665186 


66S1X1 

Middle East. 

. 667150 

Grand Palace. 

. 661121 

Tychc . 

.661114 

Internationa]. 

.... 841712 

San Rock. 

. 813801 

Alia Gateway. 

.(OK) 51 (XX) 

Amra . 

.... K15071 


.... 674111 

Aqaba 

.312426 


.314340 

Al-Cnzor. 

. 314J31 

Coral Roach. 

.J13521 


.316250 

Aqaba. 

.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel. 

.316636 


Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Kltaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Aklch Maternity.642441/2 

Jnbal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman.636141 

Palestine. Shmcisani.664171/4 

Shmeisoni Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital. 845845 

A!-Muashcr Hospital. 667227/9 

Tins Islamic, Abdali.. 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali. 664164/6 

ltali:in-Al-Muhajrccn.777101/3 

A1 Bashir, Ashrafich....775l 11/26 

Army. Marka.891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240/50 

Amal Hospital.674155 

General 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism.642311 

Hotel complaints. 605800 

Price complaints.661176 

Telephone Information.121 

Iordan and Middle East calls... 10 
Repair service.623101 


The 




Jordan's political, economic 
*nd cultural weekly 


.......55 


Algeria... 213 

A.'gc.tiiria.54 

Buenos Aires l 

AusujIIz.. 61 

Adc.Liic 8 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Pcih? 

t ly ±~ m .. / 

Austria... ^3 

Visnne 222 

Bahrain.*.973 

Belgium.™ 

Antwerp 3 

Brussels 2 . , ' 

Brazil.-... ^ 
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Museums 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jcrash 
(4 th to 18 th centuries). Tlic Roman 
Theatre, Amman. Opening hours: 9 
a.m. -5 p.m. year round .Closed 
Tuesdays. Tel: 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum; 
Has an excellent collection of the 
antiquities of Jordan. Jobal Al- 
Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). Closed Tues¬ 
days. Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most of 
the Muslim countries, and a collec¬ 
tion of paintings by l9lh century 
Orientalist artists, Muntazah. Jabal 
Wclbdeh. Hours 10 a.m. -5:00p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 630128. 


Churches 


St. Joseph Church: (Roman Cath- 
olic) Jabal Ammon,Tel. 624590 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Roman Catholic) Jabal Wcibdeh, 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salic Church: (Roman Caih- 
nlic)Jabal Hussein, Tel. 661757. 

Terrasuncla Church: (Roman 
Catholic), Jabal Wclbdeh, mass in 
Italian every Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Tel. 622366. 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 
623541. 

Church of (he Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman, Tel. 625383. 

Armenlun Orthodox Church: 
Ashrafich. Tel. 775261. 

St. Kphrlum Church: (Syriac 
Orthodox) Ashrafich. Td 771751. 

Amman International Churclu 
(Interdenominational) meets at 
Sou diem Baptist School in 
Shmcisani. Tel. 827981. 

Church of the Good .Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Urn As- 
SummaqTcl. 811295. 
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